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RECOMMENDED AP READING FOR THE COLLEGE‑BOUND

The following list is fairly representative of what one should read before entering college:

1
The Mother Goose rhymes.

2
The basic fairy stories.

3
Aesop's Fables.

4
The Greek myths.

5
The Iliad and the Odyssey.

6
Greek tragedy.

1. *Aeschylus.  The Oresteia
2. *Aristophanes.  Lysistrata
3. *Euripedes.  Medea
4. *Sophocles.  Antigone
5. *Sophocles.  Oedipus
7
The Bible.  Certainly the most familiar of the Bible stories should become a part of the stu​dent's cultural inheritance regardless of his religion.  The stories of Moses, David, Isaac, Ruth, Esther, Job, and the parables of the New Testament are all inextricably woven through Western literature and philosophy.  Furthermore, the rhythm of biblical language has had a signi​ficant impact on the rhythm of our language as a whole.

8
Alice in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll, pen name of Charles Dodgson. 

9
The novels of Daniel Defoe.

6. Robinson Crusoe
7. *Moll Flanders 

8. Roxanna, or the Fortunate Mistress
10
Little Women, Louisa May Alcott, 1832‑1888.

11
Pilgrim's Progress, John Bunyan.  Perhaps less read today than in earlier generations, Pilgrim's Progress still introduces students to such famil​iar concepts as Vanity Fair, the Slough of De​spond, the Narrow Gate, the Straight Road, etc.
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RECOMMENDED AP READING FOR THE COLLEGE‑BOUND

12
Cervantes.  *Don Quixote.  So firmly is this erratic knight embedded in Western consciousness that his name has given the word "quixotic" to the English language.

13
*Gulliver's Travels, Jonathan Swift, 1667‑1745. 

14
Shakespeare.  Shakespeare is so bound into our culture that it is hard to conceive of our litera​ture or our lives without him.  The easiest plays for students to read and comprehend are *A Midsum​mer Night's Dream, *Romeo and Juliet, *The Merchant of Venice, and The Tempest.  The four great tragedies, Julius Caesar, Macbeth, *King Lear, and *Hamlet, are even more important in the cultural reservoir of our literature than the comedies and histories.  Other plays on the AP list are *Anthony and Cleo​patra, *As You Like It, 
*Henry IV, and *Othello.

For help in understanding the story line of many Shakespearian  plays, consult the book by Charles and Mary Lamb, Tales from Shake​speare.

15
Uncle Tom's Cabin.  Harriet Beecher Stowe.

16
British novels of the nineteenth century:

9. *Mansfield Park, Jane Austen

10. *Persuasion, Jane Austen

11. *Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen

12. *Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte (1816‑1855)

13. *Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte (1818‑1848)

14. *Great Expectations, Charles Dickens

15. *Hard Times, Charles Dickens

16. *Our Mutual Friend, Charles Dickens

17. *Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens

18. David Copperfield, Charles Dickens

19. *The Mill on the Floss, George Eliot, pen name of Mary Ann Evans (1819‑1880).

20. Silas Marner, George Eliot

21. Middlemarch, George Eliot
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22. Vanity Fair, William Makepeace Thackeray (1811‑1863).

23. The Mayor of Casterbridge, Thomas Hardy

24. Return of the Native, Thomas Hardy

25. Far from the Madding Crowd, Thomas Hardy

26. *Jude the Obscure, Thomas Hardy

27. *Tess of the d'Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy 

28. *Joseph Andrews, Henry Fielding

29. *Tom Jones, Henry Fielding

30. *Frankenstein, Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley

17
The novels of Mark Twain:

Tom Sawyer
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court.

*Huckleberry Finn   Puddenhead Wilson
18
Other American novels of the nineteenth century:

31. *The House of Seven Gables, Nathaniel Hawthorne

32. *The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne

33. The Call of the Wild, Jack London

34. *Benito Cereno, Herman Melville

35. Billy Budd, Herman Melville

36. *Moby Dick, Herman Melville

37. The Red Badge of Courage, Steven Crane

38. Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton

39. Roman Fever and Age of Innocence, Edith Wharton

40. Looking Backward 2000‑‑1887, Edward Bellamy

[An example of a Utopian novel]

19
Continental Fiction:

41. *Crime and Punishment, Fyodor Dostoevsky

42. *The Brothers Karamazov, Fyodor Dostoevsky

43. Madame Bovary, Gustave Flaubert

44. Les Miserables, Victor Hugo

45. Penguin Island, Anatole France

46. *Anna Karenina, Leo Tolstoi

Mr. J. H. Smith




Selection Number: 1474
Special Skills File

Classroom Use Only




Copy Number:

Please DO NOT write on this page.  Handle this material carefully as more students 

need to use it after you.

_______________________________________________________________

A:JHS2030:F#JHS2025 of 12/4/94 from 12/28/67   

page four

RECOMMENDED AP READING FOR THE COLLEGE‑BOUND

47. War and Peace, Leo Tolstoi

48. *Fathers and Sons, Ivan Turgenev

49. *Candide, Voltaire [Francois Marie Arouet]

20
Twentieth‑century novels:

50. Baldwin, James.  *Go, Tell It on the Moun​tain.  The Fire Next Time.

51. Buck, Pearl S.  The Good Earth.

52. Conrad, Joseph.  *Heart of Darkness.  Lord Jim.  Nostromo.

53. Dreiser, Theodore.  *Sister Carrie.  An American Tragedy.

54. Ellison, Ralph.  *Invisible Man.

55. Faulkner, William.  *As I Lay Dying.  Light in August.  The Sound and the Fury.  Absolom, Absolom!
56. Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  *The Great Gatsby.

57. Forster, Edward Morgan.  *A Passage to India.

58. Golding, William.  *Lord of the Flies.

59. Heller, Joseph.  *Catch 22.

60. Hemingway, Ernest.  *A Farewell to Arms.  For Whom the Bell Tolls.  The Old Man and the Sea.  *The Sun Also Rises.

61. Hersey, John.  Hiroshima.  A Single Pebble.

62. Hurston, Zora Neal.  *Their Eyes Were Watch​ing God.

63. Huxley, Aldous.  *Brave New World.

64. James, Henry.  *The Portrait of a Lady.  *The Turn of the Screw.  *Washington Square.

65. Joyce, James.  *A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.

66. Kafka, Franz.  *The Metamorphosis.  *The Trial.

67. Lawrence, D. H.  *Sons and Lovers.

68. Lee, Harper.  To Kill a Mockingbird.

69. Lewis, Sinclair.  Arrowsmith.  Babbit.  *Main Street.

21
Maugham, W.  Somerset.  Of Human Bondage.

22
Morrison, Toni.  *Beloved.  *Song of Solomon.  *Sula.  The Bluest Eye.
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23
O'Connor, Flannery.  *Wise Blood.

24
Orwell, George.  *1984.  Animal Farm.

25
Paton, Alan.  *Cry, the Beloved Country.

26
Remarque, Erich Maria.  All Quiet on the Western Front.

27
Richter, Conrad.  The Light in the Forest.

28
Salinger, J.D.  The Catcher in the Rye.  Franny and Zooey.

29
Sinclair, Upton.  *The Jungle.

30
Steinbeck, John.  *The Grapes of Wrath.  Of Mice and Men.  The Pearl.

31
Undset, Sigrid (1882‑1949).  Kristin Lavrans​datter.

32
Vonnegut, Kurt.  *Slaughterhouse Five.

33
Walker, Alice.  *The Color Purple. 

34
Waugh, Evelyn.  *The Loved One.

35
Wilder, Thornton.  The Bridge of San Luis Rey.

36
Wolfe, Thomas.  Look Homeward, Angel.  Of Time and the River.  You Can't Go Home Again.

37
Woolf, Virginia (1882‑1941). *To the Light​house.

38
Wright, Richard.  Native Son.

70. Plays

71. Albee, Edward.  *Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

72. Beckett, Samuel.  *Waiting for Godot.

73. Brecht, Bertolt.   *Mother Courage and Her Children.

74. Hansberry, Loraine.  *A Raisin in the Sun.

75. Hellman, Lilian.  *The Little Foxes.  Watch on the Rhine.

76. Ibsen, Henrik.  *A Doll's House.  *An Enemy of the People.  *Hedda Gabler.

77. Miller, Arthur.  *The Crucible.  *Death of a Salesman.

78. Moliere [Jean Baptiste Poquelin].  *The Misanthrope.  *Tartuffe.

79. O'Neil, Eugene.  *The Hairy Ape.  *Long Day's Journey into Night.

80. Shaw, George Bernard.  *Mrs. Warren's Profes​sion.  *Pygmalion.

81. Williams, Tennessee.  *The Glass Menagerie.  *A Streetcar Named Desire.
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