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TITLE:  THE ELEMENTS OF FICTION

Subject:  Reference Notes on Literature

I.
Conflict
a.
man against nature

b.
man against man

c.
man against society

d.
man against himself

e.
man against unseen or spiritual forces

II.
Characterization
Nine basic methods of revealing character are:

a.
telling what kind of person he is

b.
describing the person, his clothing, and his environment.

c.
showing his actions

d.
letting him talk

e.
relating his thoughts

f.
showing how other people talk to him

g.
showing what other people say about him

h.
showing how other people react because of him

i.
showing how he reacts to others

III.
Point of View:  Who tells the story?

a.
First‑person.  A character may tell his own story in the first person ("I...").

b.
First‑person observer.  A character may tell, in the first person, a story which he has observed.

c.
Author‑observer.  The author may tell what happens in the purely objective sense‑‑deeds, words, gestures‑‑without going into the  minds of characters and without giving his own comment.

d.
Omniscient Author.  The author may tell what happens with full liberty to go into the minds of characters and to give his own comment.

Combinations of these methods are, of course, possible.
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	Internal Analysis of Events
	External Observation of Events

	Narrator as character in story
	1.  Main character tells own story.
	2.  Minor character tells main           character’s story.

	 Narrator NOT a character in the story
	4.  Analytic or omniscient author        tells story, entering his thoughts       and feelings.
	3.  Author tells story as external        observer.
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