Dear Mary Ellen and all,

     Here is my list, such as it is. I think the beauty of it is is that it can be modified to suit your purpose. I have many other such lists, but this one I made March 31 (borrowing from now unknown sources from long ago—September 19, 1972 is my original lesson plan date—and adding my own experience) to give my classes a way to begin reading the "classics." The "levels" serve as a "reading ladder" for novels, so that a student can be guided to begin with a text they can hope to comprehend and enjoy. Novels listed in level A I consider the easiest to read (I'm not going on so-called readability scores, but as much as possible on my personal experience of reading the book myself. I think my judgment is valid, within limits, having been a reading specialist who from long ago enjoyed getting kids hooked on books). Level D is the most challenging level. My personal philosophy agrees with the quotation, "Read the best books first, or you won't get time to read them all." But when I get students to read books, I always begin by letting them select books of interest to them. When they have no interest in books, and haven't a clue, then I get them going with a one-on-one book talk and find a book I have read that I can be quite certain they would enjoy. This has always worked well for me.

SUGGESTED READING

LEVEL A

1.
Treasure Island. Robert Louis Stevenson

2.
The Secret Garden. Frances Hodgson Burnett

3.
The Call of the Wild. Jack London

4.
Tom Sawyer. Mark Twain

5.
Black Boy. Richard Wright

6.
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court. Mark Twain

7.
Jane Eyre.  Charlotte Bronte

8.
Silas Marner. George Eliot (Mary Anne Evans)

9.
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Robert L. Stevenson

10.
Robinson Crusoe. Daniel Defoe

11.
Animal Farm. George Orwell

12.
Looking Backward. Edward Bellamy

LEVEL B

1.
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Mark Twain

2.
Puddinhead Wilson. Mark Twain

3.
The Pathfinder. James Fenimore Cooper

4.
Alice in Wonderland. Lewis Carroll

5.
Far from the Madding Crowd. Thomas Hardy

6.
The Mayor of Casterbridge. Thomas Hardy

7.
Tess of the D’Urbervilles. Thomas Hardy

8.
Green Mansions. William Henry Hudson

9.
The Jungle. Upton Sinclair

10.
1984. George Orwell

11.
The Red Badge of Courage. Stephen Crane

12.
The Scarlet Letter. Nathaniel Hawthorne

13.
Wuthering Heights. Bronte

14.
Great Expectations. Charles Dickens

15.
Woman in White. Wilkie Collins

LEVEL C

1.
Billy Budd. Herman Melville

2.
Crime and Punishment. Dostoyevsky

3.
Dr. Zhivago. Boris Pasternak

4.
Father and Sons. Turgenev

5.
Heart of Darkness. Joseph Conrad

6.
Lord Jim. Joseph Conrad

7.
An American Tragedy. Theodore Dreiser

8.
Madam Bovary. Gustav Flaubert

9.
Pride and Prejudice. Jane Austen

10.
Tale of Two Cities. Charles Dickens

11.
Les Miserables. Victor Hugo

12.
The Count of Monte Cristo. Alexander Dumas

LEVEL D

1.
The Brothers Karamozov. Dostoyevsky

2.
The Invisible Man. Ellison

3.
The Idiot. Dostoyevsky

4.
Moby Dick. Melville

5.
Nostromo. Joseph Conrad

6.
Notes from the Underground. Dostoyevsky

7.
Penguin Island. Anatole France

8.
Resurrection. Tolstoy

9.
Souls of Black Folk. Dubois

10.
Tristram Shandy. Sterne

11.
Vanity Fair. Thackeray

12.
War and Peace. Tolstoy
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>Jerome, As always, I am interested in your ideas.  Could you post your 

>list for all of us.  thanks.... mary ellen
