Dear Claire and all,

     I have been reading this thread on "Honors 8" books with great interest. Some portions of the thread emphasize the view that tracking is good (or bad). Some portions give helpful titles (what was asked for originally). Another portion, helped along by Nancy Patterson, seems to emphasize using non-traditional classroom strategies to meet the educational needs of a wide variety of student abilities and giftedness in the same classroom. As for titles, I just shared with my students a selection (Selection 2201) I just wrote last week (which expands upon some material I borrowed many years ago from a now unknown source) which lists novels by their difficulty level. I modified the list to reflect my own experience of reading each novel when judging how difficult it is. The list contains four levels (A, B, C, D) with A the easiest, D the hardest. I suggest for individual reading that students are welcome to select any book on the list (or any other book they want), but if they wish to use my "ladder approach," it may be easier and more enjoyable to begin at the lower rung and work upward. No doubt most of us could devise such a list for our own use to assist our students. I am suggesting to my students that they consider reading books after they get out of school and gradually work their way up the ladder, as if it were a lifetime reading plan. I mentioned to some students individually that to avoid Alzheimer's disease (by a factor of 2 and 1/2 times less likelihood of getting it), play chess or read great books, according to a just-aired news report on recent medical research. Otherwise, just talk on the telephone and watch TV.

     I currently have students who range in reading ability from second grade through at least eleventh grade in my classes. Over the years I have devised activities, projects, assignments, or lessons to meet the wide ranging needs of students in my classes. I have found, however, that when all abilities of students are placed in the same classroom, the most gifted students tend to function below what they are certainly able to do, but by individualizing assignments according to student need and interest, assignments can be differentiated without being obvious or burdensome. One cannot just pile on longer assignments, more difficult books, etc., in a manner which students would soon perceive as "punishment" for being gifted. My oldest son, now a senior in high school, purposely avoided honors English classes because he didn't want to be saddled with all the extra work. His dad is an English teacher, so he had all the literature and reading and writing he would ever need at home (and enjoyed it) before he entered public school.

Jerome Smith in Detroit

>From: "Claire Layman" 

>Reply-To: ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org

>To: <ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org>

>Subject: Re: [ncte-middle] Honors 8 books

>Date: Tue, 03 Apr 2001 11:52:00 -0400

>

>Yes, Cari, I agree with you.  I think the bent in our district is to 

>throw a lot of classics at these smart kids, but I've also heard kids 

>complain about the books they're made to read.  I think just because 

>they're good readers doesn't mean they have the life experiences to 

>appreciate these books.

>

>Do you know of any good YA novels that have mature but kid-accessible 

>themes?

>

> >>> Cari Ashford  04/03/01 11:25AM >>>

>We have an "Enrichment" class at my school, which is basically an 

>honors. Currently they are required to read To Kill a Mockingbird and 

>Lord of the Flies.  However, I find them not mature enough to 

>appreciate these novels.  I know I read them as a sophomore and junior 

>in high school.  I think there's a maturity factor which hasn't 

>developed yet for full appreciation of these books at the middle school 

>age. I personally don't teach the literature portion (I teach writing), 

>but I always hear kids complaining about the books.

>

>Cari Ashford

>Crossroads Middle School

>South Brunswick, NJ

>

>--- Claire Layman wrote:

> > Hi all.

> >      My school is going to re-implement an honors-type class for 8th 

> > grade. I'm part of a committee deciding which materials (mostly 

> > books) we'll use to differentiate this class from the regular LA 8.

> >      Which novels do you use for honors and/or gifted, especially 

> > 8th grade? I searched the archive and found a little talk about 

> > Watership Down and the White Mountains series.  What else?

> >      Thanks.

> >       Claire Layman

> >

> > ----------------------------------------------------

> > Archives-> http://www.ncte.org/lists/ncte-middle/archives.shtml
> > If you wish to escape NCTE-MIDDLE, send email to 

> > majordomo@lists.ncte.org In the first line of the note put: 

> > unsubscribe ncte-middle Write to listmgr@lists.ncte.org if you run 

> > into trouble.

> > ----------------------------------------------------

>

>

>__________________________________________________

>Do You Yahoo!?

>Get email at your own domain with Yahoo! Mail. 

>http://personal.mail.yahoo.com/
>----------------------------------------------------

>Archives-> http://www.ncte.org/lists/ncte-middle/archives.shtml
>If you wish to escape NCTE-MIDDLE, send email to 

>majordomo@lists.ncte.org In the first line of the note put: unsubscribe 

>ncte-middle Write to listmgr@lists.ncte.org if you run into trouble.

>----------------------------------------------------

>
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