Mr. J. H. Smith





Selection Number: F1458

Special Skills File

Classroom Use Only





Copy Number:

Please DO NOT write on this page.  Handle this material very carefully as more students need to use it after you.  Sign this material out and check it back in yourself.

F#JHS1458 of 4/4/93 from 2/16/93.






page one

AFRICAN PROVERBS COMPREHENSION TEST

1.
The  need  for each of us to carefully  guard  our character  is expressed by the proverb which  says  (A)  "The ruin of a nation begins in the homes of its people,"   (B)  "One must  talk  little,  and listen  much,"  (C) "Home affairs are  not  talked about  on the public square,"  (D) "One  falsehood spoils a thousand truths."

2.
The importance of strong family values and  stable relationships  is  expressed by the  proverb   (A) "Home  affairs are not talked about on the  public square,"   (B) "If you watch your pot,  your  food will  not burn,"  (C) "When the master is  absent, the frogs hop into the house,"  (D) "The ruin of a nation begins in the homes of its people."

3.
The absolute importance of honesty is expressed by the proverb  (A) "Do not say the first thing  that comes to your mind,"  (B) "A thief is always under suspicion,"  (C) "Confiding a secret to an  unworthy person is like carrying grain in a bag with  a hole,"   (D) "Ashes fly back into the face of  him who throws them."

4.
The  importance  of enthusiasm and  commitment  to achieving  success  is reflected  in  the  proverb which says  (A) "The horse who arrives early  gets good  drinking water,"  (B) "Wisdom does not  come overnight,"   (C) "Cross the river in a crowd  and the  crocodile  won't eat you,"  (D) "You  do  not teach the paths of the forest to an old gorilla."

5.
The  proverb  "The early bird gets  the  worm"  is closest in meaning to the proverb  (A) "Two  birds disputed about a kernel, when a third swooped down and  carried it off,"  (B) "The horse who  arrives early  gets good drinking water,"  (C) "By  trying often,  the monkey learns to jump from the  tree,"  (D) "When the cock is drunk, he forgets about  the hawk."

6.
The proverb "If at first you  don't succeed,  try, try  again" is closest in meaning to  the  African proverb   (A) "No one tests the depth of  a  river with both feet,"  (B) "It is the fool's sheep that break  loose  twice,"  (C) "By trying  often,  the monkey learns to jump from the tree,"  (D) "To try and to fail, is not laziness."
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AFRICAN PROVERBS COMPREHENSION TEST

7.
"If you make a mistake, make a new one each  time" is  closest in meaning to the proverb  which  says  (A)  "Not to know is bad;  not to wish to know  is worse,"   (B) "It is better to travel  alone  than with  a  bad companion,"  (C) "Do  not  mend  your neighbor's fence before looking to your own,"  (D) "It is the fool's sheep that break loose twice."

8.
"It  is the fool's sheep that break  loose  twice" expresses a truth similar to the proverb  (A)  "Do not  mend your neighbor's fence before looking  to your own,"  (B) "Good fences make good neighbors,"  (C)  "If you must make a mistake, make a  new  one each  time,"   (D)  "To try and to  fail,  is  not laziness."

9.
"He who cannot dance will say:  'The drum is bad'" expresses a truth similar to the proverb  (A) "Not to  know is bad;  not to wish to know  is  worse,"  (B) "The fool speaks, the wise man listens,"   (C) "To  love someone who does not love you,  is  like shaking  a tree to make the dew drops fall,"   (D) "Indecision is like the stepchild:  if he  doesn't wash  his hands, he is called dirty;  if he  does, he is wasting the water."

10.
A  proverb which suggests we should be focused  in our  priorities is  (A) "A wise man who knows  his proverbs can reconcile difficulties,"  (B) "To try and  to  fail, is not laziness,"   (C)  "The  fool speaks, the wise man listens,"  (D) "He who  hunts two rats, catches none."

11.
The  proverbial saying, "There is safety  in  numbers"  compares  most closely in  meaning  to  the proverb   (A)  "Only  when you  have  crossed  the river, can you say the crocodile has a lump on his snout,"   (B) "Cross the river in a crowd and  the crocodile  won't eat you,"  (C) "It is  better  to travel alone than with a bad companion,"  (D)  "To spend  the night in anger is better than to  spend it in repentance."

12.
Benjamin  Franklin's proverb, "Being  ignorant  is not so much a shame, as being unwilling to  learn" comes  closest in meaning to the  African  proverb  (A)  "Wisdom  does  not  come  overnight,"    (B) "Advise  and counsel him;  if he does not  listen, let  adversity  teach him,"  (C)  "He  who  cannot dance will say the drum is bad,"  (D) "Not to know is bad;  not to wish to know is worse."
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AFRICAN PROVERBS COMPREHENSION TEST

13.
Benjamin  Franklin's proverb, "If you  would  keep your  secret  from  an enemy, tell  it  not  to  a friend,"  is  closest in meaning  to  the  African proverb  (A) "Home affairs are not talked about on the  public square,"  (B) "One falsehood spoils  a thousand  truths,"   (C) "To spend  the  night  in anger  is better than to spend it in  repentance,"  (D)  "Confiding a secret to an unworthy person  is like carrying grain in a bag with a hole."

14.
Benjamin Franklin's proverb, "If you'd have a good servant  that you like, serve yourself,"  is  most closely matched in meaning to the African  proverb  (A)  "If  you watch your pot, your food  will  not burn,"  (B) "Fine words do not produce food,"  (C) "Do not mend your neighbor's fence before  looking to your own,"  (D) "A cutting word is worse than a bowstring:   a  cut may heal, but the cut  of  the tongue does not."

