Dear Linda,

    Years ago I used a reader called New Trails in Literature. That was my first experience teaching middle school students using thematic literature units with rich stories with significant themes. That is where I learned of the story I mentioned by Washington Irving, “The Adventure of the Mason.” It had many other plays, short stories, and poems that were really good. For example, there was a play "Three Pills in a Bottle," by Rachel Lyman Field, which the students enjoyed reading the parts aloud. It included the Robert Browning poem, "The Pied Piper of Hamelin." I wish I had kept a copy of that reader for myself! I have been unable to locate a copy. All I have now are my lesson plans and perhaps the teacher's manual that went with the book. I have gradually found several of the selections that were in that book in the original sources and have typed them up for my Reading Ladder.

    There are many other contemporary textbooks with good literature suitable for thematic teaching. I have some here in the house, but since I got organized last summer, everything is "put away" and harder to get to than when it was stacked here in my library room in one grand mess!

    But if time permits, I'll get back to you on this. I even have sources to suggest how to prepare such units and where to find or adapt the material. One that is closer at hand is Howard Kirschenbaum, 100 Ways to Enhance Values and Morality in Schools and Youth Settings. I have another volume by L. Kohlberg which is very helpful, but can't locate it just now, and don't remember the title, a book designed to help teachers construct effective thematic teaching units. For my own classroom use, I have sometimes in the past rewritten a story to make it more readable for my students. That takes a little work, but once it is done, I can use it ever after. Even had to do that with something I wrote myself, once.

    I like some of the selections in William J. Bennett, The Book of Virtues and The Moral Compass. There is another volume in the series which I do not own that is suitable for younger and slower readers.

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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>

>Jerome,

>Do you know of any readings appropriate for low performing 6th grade 

>students. Linda
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>To: <ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org>

>Sent: Sunday, February 04, 2001 2:51 PM

>Subject: Re: [ncte-middle] Teaching Theme

>

>

> > Dear Holly,

> >      I find that using the short story by Anton Chekov, "The Bet,"

>provides me the best "handle" on helping students understand the concept of story "theme." Incidentally, I discovered that the publishers and editors of our text missed the major theme of that story, and concentrated on a minor, even superficial theme instead. That lets me show students how to determine what is the major theme in contrast with sub-themes in a story.  Another much shorter story by Washington Irving called "The Adventure of the Mason," is also excellent for theme. Another one I like, still shorter, I suppose, is the Thomas Wolfe story, "The Far and the Near." It is very short but very deep. It takes several readings or hearings for students to begin to catch on to that one, though on the surface it is a very simple, straightforward story. I also like the story "The Portable Phonograph" by Walter VanTilburg Clark. Having students read two stories by the same author, stories thematically related, is effective. I like to use "The Necklace" with "The Jewels" by Guy de Maupassant. This has somewhat the same revelatory effect as using two thematically related poems by the same author, as Dorothy Parker's "One Perfect Rose" paired with "The Choice." All of these stories and poems I've referenced here might well be brought together under the broad theme of values, what is 

important in life--surely the heart of what great literature and 

teaching is all about.

> >

> > Jerome Smith in Detroit

> >

> >

> > >From: Atkins 

> > >Reply-To: ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org

> > >To: NCTE-Middle Listserv <ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org>

> > >Subject: [ncte-middle] Teaching Theme

> > >Date: Sun, 4 Feb 2001 10:37:23 -0800 (PST)

> > >

> > >Friends,

> > >

> > >We've been discussing short story elements in my 7th grade language 

> > >arts classes, and just finished reading "Priscilla and the Wimps."  

> > >Does anyone have suggestions for teaching the concept of theme?

> > >

> > >Thanks for your help,

> > >

> > >Holly

> > >

