Dear Jennifer,

     Some years ago I used a textbook published by Houghton Mifflin, authors George P. Elliott, Philip McFarland, Harvey Granite, and Morse Peckham, titled Themes in World Literature. It has such suggestive units as "The Question of Truth," "The Nature of Justice," "Fate and Free Will," "Good and Evil," etc., which all touch one way or another on the topic of ethics. I used that text with somewhat gifted twelfth graders.

     I developed a unit of my own, inspired by a reading from C. S. Lewis I first encountered in the text Repertory, Single Volume Edition of Better Reading, by Walter Blair and John Gerber published by Scott, Foresman and Company, pp. 266-280. The material is otherwise readily available, I have since discovered, in C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Part One, the first four chapters, if I recall correctly. The Blair and Gerber volume, though "older" (1960), is filled with fabulous stuff. What I did was type it up in my selection format and write my own multiple-choice comprehension questions for it. I combined it with other material in a unit I titled "Law, Order, and the Concepts of Justice."

     When I began teaching "remedial kids" how to read (when I was made a reading specialist) I introduced philosophy by typing up short selections on philosophy and philosophers, with branching selections into deeper material relating to particular philosophies and philosophers. It worked well. At the same time I developed other units in science and history, as well as archeology. Together with the reading program I wrote (now called The Language Enrichment Program) to teach them how to read almost from scratch, my students, who were considered certain dropouts, advanced in their reading so much that quite a number of them upon high school graduation went straight to four year colleges in the area and did very well.

     You have a marvelous opportunity should you be able to teach ethics to seniors.

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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>I am in dire need of some help! I just got my first job (3 weeks ago) 

>teaching High School English. I have a group of Seniors that have the 

>worst case of Senioritis. They have shown some interest in discussing 

>and reading about ETHICS. I am okay with this, but I need some help. 

>Have any of you taught Ethics before--I'm thinking about doing a 3 week 

>unit or so. What readings would you suggest? Would you go over the 

>philosophies of Kant, for example? Is there a work book/text book out 

>there? Do you have any ideas--I'll take anything! I'm excited to try 

>this, but yet I'm nervous because I don't know where it will go. That's 

>how teaching works though, isn't it?

>

>I would appreciate ANY guidance that you could give. You have no idea 

>how it will help me!

>

>Thank you!

>Jessica
