Dear Holly,

     I find that using the short story by Anton Chekov, "The Bet," provides me the best "handle" on helping students understand the concept of story "theme." Incidentally, I discovered that the publishers and editors of our text missed the major theme of that story, and concentrated on a minor, even superficial theme instead. That lets me show students how to determine what is the major theme in contrast with sub-themes in a story.  Another much shorter story by Washington Irving called "The Adventure of the Mason," is also excellent for theme. Another one I like, still shorter, I suppose, is the Thomas Wolfe story, "The Far and the Near." It is very short but very deep. It takes several readings or hearings for students to begin to catch on to that one, though on the surface it is a very simple, straightforward story. I also like the story "The Portable Phonograph" by Walter VanTilburg Clark. Having students read two stories by the same author, stories thematically related, is effective. I like to use "The Necklace" with "The Jewels" by Guy de Maupassant. This has somewhat the same revelatory effect as using two thematically related poems by the same author, as Dorothy Parker's "One Perfect Rose" paired with "The Choice." All of these stories and poems I've referenced here might well be brought together under the broad theme of values, what is important in life—surely the heart of what great literature and teaching is all about.

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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>Friends,

>

>We've been discussing short story elements in my 7th grade language 

>arts classes, and just finished reading "Priscilla and the Wimps."  

>Does anyone have suggestions for teaching the concept of theme?

>

>Thanks for your help,

>

>Holly

>

