Mr. J. H. Smith




Selection Number:  1228
Special Skills File

Classroom Use Only




Copy Number:

Please DO NOT write on this page.  Handle this material carefully as more students need to use it after you.

___________________________________________________________________

JHS1041 of  2/28/92 modified 5/11/97 & 4/2/98          


page one

TITLE:  DIRECTIONS FOR POETRY INTERPRETATION EXERCISES

I.
DIRECTIONS

1.
For each poem, copy the poem for your notebook.

2. You should also copy any directions or study guide questions that are given.  If no specific questions are provided for a poem, use the "General Guide Questions for Understanding Poetry."

3. Write out your separate answers for each of the study guide questions.

4. Use your answers as the basis for a carefully written composition explaining the meaning of the poem.

5. When you write your composition in its final form, do not merely answer the questions which follow the poem separately like a test.  Instead, write your composition in paragraph form.

6. The best interpretation of a poem is an interpretation that is able to include or account for all the imagery of the poem in the most natural way.

II.
GENERAL GUIDE QUESTIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING POETRY

1.
Explain the meaning of the poem.

a.
If the poem tells a story, tell what happens in the poem.

b.
If the poem has a moral, tell what it is.

2. Keep working on your explanation until it is as complete as you can make it.

a.
Be sure to make use of every part of the poem in your explanation.

b.
Each part of your explanation should be supported by a specific reference to the poem.

3.
What does the poem say about life?

a.
What does the poem suggest is important or valuable in life?


b.
What world-view is reflected in the poem?

4.
What can you learn about the author from the poem?

5.
What can you learn from the poem?
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II. 
GENERAL GUIDE QUESTIONS, CONTINUED

6.
Is there a proverb or quotation you have been given or which you otherwise are aware of which can be compared or contrasted to the poem?

7.
Explain and discuss which parts of the "What Can Literature Do For Me?" outline (Selection Number 1227) the poem confirms or illustrates.

8.
Explain what elements of the poem’s structure contribute to its effectiveness.


a.
line length, word length


b.
word choice and sound


c.
meter


d.
rhyme scheme


e.
rhythm


f.
figures of speech


g.
imagery


h.
literary compression
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