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MY IDEA OF A GOOD ENGLISH CLASS


During my eight years of elementary school, I was taught the fundamentals of English grammar and how to apply them in spoken and written communication.


Now that I have reached high school, I find it necessary to expand my literary horizons as well as to improve my writing habits.  Any English course of my grade level should help me to develop my writing skills, aid me in my effectiveness and ability to choose a basic idea and find the right words to express my feelings.  I want to be able to effectively write themes based on literary writings and to analyze the writings of others.


Rather than use a textbook filled with short stories of which we will hurriedly read, I feel that a class of our level should be reading a variety of literary selections, including essays of political and philosophical thought both classic and modern.   The best way I can convey to you my idea of a good English class is to describe the course I took last year in the ninth grade.  It consisted of four units of readings as follows:

I.
God versus the Devil.  Books read and analyzed:


1.
The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis


2.
The Devil's Disciple by G. B. Shaw

3.
The Inferno by Dante Alighieri translated  by John Ciardi


4.
Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe

II.
Development of the Child


1.
The Sword in the Stone by T. H. White


2.
The  Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  by  Mark Twain


3.
Black Boy by Richard Wright


4.
Anne  Frank:  The Diary of a Young  Girl,  by Anne Frank

GOAL 10.  LESSON PLAN UNITS OF STUDY

TITLE:  SAMPLE THEME FILE

SUBJECT:  ENGLISH EXPERIENCE THEME

STUDENT:  Marianne 
III.
Heroes and Rebels


1.
The Fairie Queene, Book I, by Edumond Spencer


2.
The Iliad by Homer


4.
All  Quiet  on  the Western  Front  by  Erich Remarque


5.
Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes

IV.
The Woman in Literature


1.
The Lady of the Lake by Sir Walter Scott


2.
Medea by Euripides


3.
Tess of the d'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy


4.
Mrs. Mike by Nancy and Benedict Freedman


Much of the class time was devoted to discussion and analysis of the plot, theme (or themes), and universal truths found in each book.   In addition to classroom discussions, themes of various types, such as character analysis, idea themes, and comparisons were required.   Examinations and tests were of the essay type, quotation identifications, and other short answer questions.   One research paper was required.  I chose to write about "Witchcraft in Early America."


This course was very demanding, but I feel enriched by the experience.  A course such as this should help us keep open minds about people, places, and issues affecting us, and will help broaden our knowledge about life.
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