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GOAL 10.  LESSON PLAN UNITS OF STUDY

TITLE:  SAMPLE THEME FILE

SUBJECT:  READING EXPERIENCE THEME

STUDENT:  Mark S

BOOKS I HAVE READ


I had always thought I had read a number of  books until  I saw, with the help of Books for You, the  many books  I haven't read of the serious subjects I  enjoy.  I will try to remedy the situation.  Of the books I have read, most are concerned with science, history, political science, adventure, and the sea.


From the third grade to the seventh I read perhaps a few hundred books.  These were the usual cute stories for kids of which there are thousands.   They were entertaining, but they never said anything of much importance and I didn't learn much from them.


Scientific books are the ones I like best.   The Time-Life series on nature and science are among the most pleasurable books I have read.  These  informative books  were  The Epic of Man, The Wonders  of  Life  on Earth,  The Mountains, The Sea, Evolution,  The  Poles, The  Universe, The Earth, Desert, Forest, The  Insects, Mathematics, Machines, and The Cell.


Pure mathematics and theory are a challenge to me.  Cybernetics is most interesting.  Such books as Space, Time, and the New Mathematics by Robert Marks, Simplifying the Slide Rule by the same author, Men of Mathematics by E. T. Bell, and Instant Math by Ann Cutler are difficult but particularly satisfying.


Books on rocketry and space introduced me to my hobby of rocketry.  Reading about rocket theory, design, flight, and propellants is fun to me, but I doubt if many other people would think so also.   Most of these books’ titles escaped my notice, let alone the name of the author.  Only the content of the book interested me.  Two I remember, however, are Man into Space, by Martin Caidin, which I liked, and Satellites, Rockets, and Outer Space, by Willy Ley.   Also, I’ve read many technical reports by Vernon Estes on model rocket design, multi-staging, stability, and tracking.


Most fiction that I have read has been books  like Scaramouche  by Rafael Sabatini, Huckleberry Finn,  Tom Sawyer,  A  Connecticut Yankee in  King  Arthur's  Court which  was  funny  yet sad at the same  time,  by  Mark Twain, The Odyssey by Homer, Rudyard Kipling books, and books  by  Jules  Verne, Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  and Daniel Defoe.  These types of books are what I consider good, well-written literature.  They are almost the only type of fiction I read and truly appreciate.  
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Exceptions  to  this are the dramatic  Exodus  by  Leon Uris, To Kill a Mockingbird and the James Bond books by Ian  Fleming,  fantasies  that bring  out  the  "Walter Mitty" in me.


Finally I consider happiness reading and dreaming about sailing and the sea.   Transoceanic yachting thrills me in books like Around the World in the Yankee.  The book Family at Sea gave me the determination to seriously yacht someday myself.  The book inspired me and demonstrated what can be done in determination.  Among these books I again never notice what the book is called or who wrote it.  Some that I  have  remembered are  The  Sea Around Us by Rachel  Carson,  The  Silent World by Jacques Cousteau, Two Years Before the Mast by Richard  Dana,  Kon Tiki, which was very  exciting,  by Thor Heyerdahl, Moby Dick by Herman Melville, and above all the Bounty Trilogy by Nordhoff and Hall.


These are a few of the books I have learned from and enjoyed.  My life is far better for reading experiences.

