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Steps to Prepare for Group Debating

1. Form your group, no less than two, no more than five persons.

2. Discuss and carefully list as many arguments or reasons you can think of both for and against the topic.

3. After you have made a complete list of arguments pro and con, arrange your arguments to form a convincing case on the affirmative and on the negative side.

4. Prepare an outline of your

A. Constructive speech:  a speech which states the arguments and evidence for your case.

B. Rebuttal speech: a speech which answers the arguments of the other side against your position. The rebuttal speech preparation must include an answer to or argument against each argument that the opposite side is likely to bring up. Therefore, you should list each argument for the other side, and write at least one sentence to answer or refute the argument.

5. Complete a page which lists the names of the students in your group. Also provide the outline of your team’s affirmative and negative constructive speech.

6. Choose a speaker from your group for the affirmative side. You may choose a speaker for the negative side.

7. The teacher will check each of the four speech outlines for each group to be sure each team is “on track” and understands the arguments and procedures.

(1) Affirmative (should) arguments.

(2) Negative (should not) arguments.

(3) Affirmative rebuttal: answers to possible negative arguments. State the negative argument, then give the affirmative answer to it.

(4) Negative rebuttal: answers to possible affirmative arguments. State the affirmative argument then give the negative answer to it.
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Steps to Prepare for Group Debating

TEACHING NOTES:

1. This assignment arose out of student interest in the issue paragraph writing assignment. They asked for permission to present their arguments orally. Such an assignment furnishes a good introduction to debate.

2. Initially, students may debate topics already written about with arguments they developed out of their own heads. This procedure eliminates the need for formal research, though I find it generates a lot of emotion and excitement.

3. Follow up this first step on the debate assignment ladder with either more sophisticated topics which require reading and research, or the original topics backed up by reading and research.

4. Collect topics and arguments from students for use in future classes.

5. Keep a file of news articles and Internet articles on potential topics for further use in this assignment.

6. Follow up with persuasive essay assignment writing and research paper writing.

7. Students may debate issues even more intensively and expertly after they have done research papers on debatable issues.

8. This lesson was originally prepared for a remedial reading class, and it worked.

DEBATE PROCEDURE INITIAL SPEECH TIME LINE

1. Affirmative (should) constructive speech:  4 minutes

2. Negative (should not) constructive speech:  4 minutes

3. Affirmative Rebuttal:  answering the negative arguments, 2 minutes

4. Negative Rebuttal:  answering the affirmative arguments, 2 minutes

Suggested times may be adjusted to allow for class period length and degree of student experience and preparation on the topic. First time keep it short. Subsequent times may be lengthened as student confidence and interest increases. When students become more skilled, a time out between the constructive speeches and rebuttal speeches may be utilized to permit participants to organize their thoughts and notes.

