Mr. J. H. Smith




Selection Number:  1900E
Special Skills File

Classroom Use Only




Copy Number:

Please DO NOT write on this page.  Handle this material very carefully as more students need to use it after you.  Sign this material out then check it back in.


F#JHS0311 of 6/22/96 from 1986 (?).



page one

TITLE:  ABSTRACT DEFINITION PARAGRAPH WRITING STEPS

I.
Develop your paragraph outline.

A.
Write your topic sentence.  This sentence should:

1.
Make an assertion

2.
Name the word to be defined

3.
Supply a verb (usually "is")

4.
Follow the verb with words that tell, describe, or show what the abstract term is.

B.
Write five or more supporting sentences which:

1.
Tell if it is a feeling, a value, a belief, a way of acting, a quality of life, or a priority.

2.
Tell if it is desirable or undesirable.

3.
Give supporting details (personal, historical, contemporary, literary, assertive) of what the term means, or how it has been experienced, exemplified, or demonstrated.

4.
Add differentiating details which explain what it is not:  how it is different from related or similar concepts.

C.
Write a concluding sentence (optional).

II.
Write the information in your outline in paragraph form.

A.
Indent your first sentence.

B.
Your first sentence should be the topic sentence.

C.
Write one or more sentences which categorize the abstract term.

D.
Write three supporting details or assertion sentences.

E.
Write two differentiating/contrasting assertion/details sentences.

F.
You may write a concluding sentence.

G.
Proofread and correct any errors in grammar and spelling.

