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TITLE:  ISSUE PARAGRAPH WRITING CAUTIONS

1.
Do not begin sentences with these words:

and, because, so, also, by, no, yes, or, this, but, (it), (that).

The words in parentheses () should not be used to begin the first sentence of a paragraph, but may be used as the first word in later sentences.

2.
Do not use:

A.
The word "because" in your topic sentence.

B.
The word "you" anywhere in your paper.

C.
The expression "he or she," or "his or her."

D.
The expression "is because."  Replace this expression with "is that."

3.
Do not start all of your sentences the same way.

4.
Do not try to defend both sides of the issue--defend only one side of the issue in your paragraph.

5.
Avoid the wrong use of the verb "be."  It is safer to avoid using this verb altogether, especially by itself.  The word "be" can be used correctly as a "helping verb" or "verb group marker" by more skilled writers.  It may also be used in the subjunctive mood alone (after the word "if") by very skilled writers.  Otherwise, avoid using "be."

6.
Read your work very carefully so as not to overlook an error by unconsciously making the correction in your mind and not noticing what was actually written. Be especially alert for homonym errors (their, there, they’re; to, two, too) and other confused words (now, no, know, etc.) and sentence errors (run-ons or fragments).
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