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TITLE:  EXTENDED COMPOSITION WRITING ASSIGNMENT

1. Think up five ideas (topics, concerns) you can write a long composition about, prose not poetry. Write about very specific topics rather than general ones. Write a numbered list of five topics stating each one in complete sentence form.

a.
Write about something you believe in very strongly.

b.
Write about an experience you will never forget.

c.
Tell about a very important person in your life.

d.
Write about a problem and its solution or its consequences.

e.
Take a stand on a controversial issue and persuade others to agree with you.

f.
Explain something you know a lot about.

g.
Reflect upon the quotations you have been given.  Select one quotation, or up to three that go together or are on the same or a related theme.  Develop a composition which explores the theme of the quotation(s) using exposition or narration. You may follow the writing suggestions (plan) given in Selection 1412, 1412A, 1225C, and 1294.  

2. For each of the five writing topics, write five supporting topic or main idea sentences to sketch the direction you will take each topic. Letter these sentences from A to E.

3. Develop each of the five sentences for the topic into a separate paragraph.  Each paragraph should be from six to eight or more sentences long.  Number your supporting sentences.

4. Once you have completed your first draft, read it with a view to improving it.  Suggested improvements include:  (1) Proper arrangement of your ideas: there should be a "flow" or natural and logical progression of ideas from beginning, middle, to end.  Do not introduce material that will disrupt the flow of a narrative, or lead you off into an unnecessary sidetrack in exposition.   (2) Consider your reader or audience: don't leave the reader in the dark; tell the reader what is necessary to understand your idea or experience.  (3) Look over your draft to see if your original opening paragraph should be dropped.  Sometimes the final paragraph of a first or rough draft would work better as the opening paragraph.  Should this happen, rewriting your material to fulfill the promise of the (new) opening paragraph precisely will produce a highly effective paper, whether narrative or exposition.  (4) Revise for improved wording, correction of grammatical errors and spelling mistakes, well-developed paragraphs.
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5. Ways to develop paragraphs include:

a.
elaborate (tell more)

b.
use anecdotes

c.
give examples

d.
use verbal illustrations

e.
state problems, suggest solutions

f.
use reasons

g.
give supporting evidence

h.
use comparison and contrast:  explain similarities and differences

i.
use description

j.
develop narrative

k.
answer opposing arguments, counter contrary evidence

6. Use a suitable organizational pattern for the content of your composition.

a.
beginning (introduction, lead in), middle (development), end (conclusion)

b.
logical order (inductive, deductive). See Selection 1482.

c.
familiar to unfamiliar

d.
easy to hard

e.
weak to strong (reasons, arguments)

f.
important to unimportant

g.
chronological or time order

h.
spatial order (far to near, near to far, right to left, front to back, etc.)

i.
whole to part, part to whole (object or concept)

7. Revising and polishing.  As you check your writing, watch for:

a.
"Forbidden Mistakes" (their, there, they're;  to, too, two;  you, your, you're;  other common homonyms)

b.
grammar and sentence errors  (subject-verb agreement, run-on sentences, sentence fragments,  words left out, etc.)

c.
spelling

d.
well-developed paragraphs

e.
logical development of ideas (beginning, middle, end)

f.
proper paragraphing

g.
neat and legible handwriting

h.
consistent awareness of intended audience (don't leave your reader in the dark;  tell all the reader needs to know to have clear understanding of what you are writing)

i.
tighten wording, improve phrasing
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TITLE:  EXTENDED COMPOSITION WRITING STEPS

8. Reflective Self-Questions:  After writing then reading your own composition, ask yourself:

a.
What is the organizational pattern I used?

b.
What specific ways have I used to develop individual paragraphs?

c.
To what audience have I implicitly directed my writing?

d.
Are my paragraphs sufficiently developed?  (Probably no paragraphs should have less than five sentences; most should have six to eight or more.)

e.
Does my composition effectively draw the reader into it?  Does it "move" efficiently from beginning, to middle, to end?

f.
Does my composition focus upon a limited subject then say something effective, significant, or memorable about it?

g.
Have I carefully revised my work to achieve a more effective rhetorical organization and flow of my ideas?

h.
Have I carefully proofread my work to eliminate all basic spelling, grammar, and paragraphing errors?

i.
Have I been careful not to leave my reader in the dark by assuming the reader knows something that I should have explained?
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