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TITLE:  DIRECTIONS FOR FREE WRITING COMPOSITIONS

I.
Prewriting Suggestions
1. You may choose to write about any topic you wish.

2. Develop your own list of topics or subjects you wish to write about.  Keep adding to this list whenever a new idea comes to your mind.

3. Write about what is personally interesting, important, or exciting to you.

4. Better writing results when you tell the truth; when you write about what really concerns you personally deep down inside.

5. Think about your intended audience; it doesn't always have to be the teacher (although, of course, the teacher ultimately reads it).  Thinking of your intended audience as being someone other than the teacher may suggest additional topics to write about.

6. Decide what form (or mode of discourse) to write your essay:  narrative, description, exposition, or argumentation, and then use the type of organization suitable for that form.

II.
Writing
7. Compositions may be as long as you wish, but should not be shorter than three well-developed paragraphs.

8. Write the composition in the form of an essay or a letter.

9. Start by writing your first draft.  Concentrate on getting your ideas down on paper.  Save your drafts:  you may change your mind about what you wanted to say, or may decide to write on a different topic, but still you should keep what you started to write in case you can use it later.  You may be able to use your seeming "false start" for another composition.

10. Write your second draft.  During this second writing concentrate on getting your ideas in the right order.  See Selection 1524.  Work on revising and re-arranging your composition for improved clarity, logical flow of ideas, and fullness of development.

11. Develop your ideas adequately.  Elaborate.  Tell more!  Remember your intended audience does not know everything you do;  you have to tell them more in writing than you would have to tell them in speech.
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TITLE:  DIRECTIONS FOR FREE WRITING COMPOSITIONS

III.
Post-writing
12. Proofread your second draft.  Look for and correct errors in spelling and grammar.  Use the checklist of often mis-used words given in the "Forbidden Mistakes" word lists.  Check each word you used which appears on these lists for correctness.  Consult Selection Number 1415, 1416, 1417, 1418.

13. Evaluate what you wrote.  Read over your paper and check to see if you really wrote with your intended audience in mind.

14. Did you use an appropriate form (or mode of discourse) and did you organize your material according to the requirements of that form?

15. Rate your composition using the Composition Rating Scale (Selection Number 1242).  Based on your own honest rating of your work, rewrite as necessary to strengthen your composition wherever your evaluation shows it is weak.

16. Make your final copy.  Follow the directions in Selection 47A, "Standards for Written Work."  Do your work very carefully so you do not introduce accidental mistakes into your final copy.

