Dear Trevor,

     I have compiled for my students notebooks of self-contained research materials on various topics of interest to my students. I have developed a unit on plagiarism, another on global warming and other environmental issues, another on teen pregnancy, and a number of other more controversial topics for students with special interests. I have even gathered files more recently from the Internet on suitable topics, intending to use them with my students, but our school is so terribly short of technology (despite the fact that the word is part of the name of our school), I haven't really been able to go that route yet, but they are waiting here on my hard drive! I also have created lists of possible topics, and have gathered sample research papers for students to see what a good one looks like. I walk my students through such matters as developing a thesis statement, outline, bibliography, and documentation. I developed a descriptive rubric for evaluating their end product so my students can know what pitfalls to avoid ahead of time.
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>Dear All,

>

>I am having my seniors write a short (5-8 pages) research paper during 

>the first part of the forth quarter, and they do not have access to 

>research materials.  Therefore, I intend to give them a choice of two 

>or three topics in order to limit the research that does have to be 

>done (at this point it looks as though I will have to give them the raw 

>materials--books, articles, etc.).

>

>The question is this:  what would be some good topics for senior 

>research papers?

>

>Thanks for any help!

>

>Trevor

>

