Dear Stefanie and all,

   Forgive my delay in answering your valuable query. I think I first encountered precis instruction as a high school student, but my experience of it as a college freshman has left deep and pleasant memories. In Freshman English we were assigned to write a précis of two poems, "Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard" by Thomas Gray, and "The Deserted Village" by Oliver Goldsmith. Both poems have become favorites of mine as a result, particularly the Elegy. A précis is basically a summary, though limited to perhaps one third the length of the original or less, maintaining the original's tone and emphasis but using your own words. Perhaps one could call it an abstract, but it maintains the balance of the original. It aids comprehension, but also is a method of note taking which is useful teaching the research paper. I purchased a number of books, etc., some years ago from the Educators Publishing Service: (1) Précis Writing Practice, by Richard F. Hood; (2) The Senior Précis Practice Pad by Paul W. Lehmann; (3) The Junior Précis Practice Pad, by Paul W. Lehmann. I do not know if these materials are still in print. I did download an entire book on précis writing a couple years ago from the Internet, but I don't recall where from. It is buried here on my hard drive somewhere! There is much fairly recent research extolling the benefit of teaching students précis writing (sometimes given under other names, like summary writing). I probably have a bibliography on that topic which I compiled on my hard drive too. I have prepared my own set of materials in a sequence from simple to more complex to assist my students in learning the process. Sometimes I combine this instruction with very specific instruction on plagiarism. I developed a self-contained unit on the research paper using plagiarism as the subject matter. When I taught pre-AP English classes and kept the same students from ninth through twelfth grade I had more time and opportunity to dig deeper into things with my students. I haven't used this material the last couple of years because more time and emphasis is now given to preparing for "high stakes testing" so students can meet the state assessment standards.
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>Dear Jerome,

>I'm intrigued.  You say this is something that used to be taught.  I 

>have never even heard of it.  How interesting. And then the ladder of 

>precis would be what?  Do you have anything you could download onto the 

>listserve that could show us what this is?  Or is there a reference 

>book that you could suggest? Thanks for your thorough reply.

>Stefanie
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