Dear Louis and all,

     I have specialized on this problem in my classroom. I developed a unit on the research paper using the topic of plagiarism. I teach my students the causes of plagiarism, the consequences of plagiarism, and the cure of plagiarism. In  the process I teach the three level outline, documentation, note taking and the different types of  notes which can be taken (direct quotation, paraphrase, précis, summary, personal  comment). Because I have supplied the source materials for the paper (articles I have collected over the years from NCTE publications and other sources), I can immediately tell if plagiarism has taken place. I use the research paper as a project for the second semester (spring). During the fall semester I prepare the students by teaching them to write paraphrases, précis, and summaries. I have prepared a "précis ladder" of exercises to teach them the skill. Even so it is a difficult process, but they do get the point, and learn many other skills at the same time. As an experienced reader I can spot plagiarism instantly, because none of my students are capable of writing the sophisticated grammatical structures used by professional writers.

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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