Dear Larissa,

    I thought I had my debate lessons on this hard drive. I had to use my Worldox program to find them. Come to discover, only one short one was here, typed originally in WordStar 3.3, so it didn't format very well when converted to Microsoft Word. So, I went out into our unheated new garage attic and found my original lesson plans from 1982, and just finished typing them up for my "daily lesson plan file" and "selection number file" on this computer.

    I am attaching them as MSWORD documents. Let me know if you think they are in any way helpful. Can you see the tie-in between my writing instruction and debate? It was sure an interesting experience for me to have my students in my remedial reading class beg to be taught to debate the should or should not writing topics in a more formal way orally. I think there was some rivalry going on between some of the girls at one table and some boys at another. I know I'm not prejudiced, but I seem to recall that the boys usually won. The kids certainly had a good time. Wish I could go back to those better days when I controlled my classroom curriculum.

Jerome Smith superfrozen in Detroit (It was four below zero this morning when I got up)  12/22/2000 7:05 pm

----- Original Message -----

From: "Haynes" <brylaris@bellsouth.net>

To: "Jerome Smith" <jsmith@millcreekvent.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 20, 2000 9:36 AM

Subject: debate!

> Dear Jerome,

>

> Mom forwarded your post to NCTE-middle because she knows that I really 

> had

a

> good time trying debate with my honors English II class this year. The 

> problem is that I was really winging it with information I've gathered 

> off the Web. The kids loved it, but it always degenerated into the 

> kids using

it

> as a platform to show how open-minded or unprejudiced they are. I 

> never really was satisfied with the results. I'd love to see your 

> lessons on debate when you're not busy with your snow plow! =^)

>

> Larissa Haynes (in Bowling Green with only an inch or two of 

> accumulation)

>

> > ----- Original Message -----

> > From: "Jerome Smith" <smithjerome@hotmail.com>

> > To: <ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org>

> > Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2000 7:18 PM

> > Subject: Re: [ncte-middle] debate lesson

> >

> >

> > > Dear Heidi,

> > >     I don't know that anyone on the listserv has responded to your

> > question

> > > about teaching the process of debate to students. Tonight I feel 

> > > like

I

> am

> > > getting back in the groove of debating myself. Imagine an unknown

> English

> > > teacher from Detroit arguing against the likes of Terry Debarger 

> > > and

> Nancy

> > > Patterson tonight. I am an experienced debater, having been on the

city

> > > championship team of my Detroit high school, Cass Technical High

School

> in

> > > Detroit, where I took up electrical and electronics (yes, I'm an

> > electrician

> > > too, and a published technical writer). I was a championship 

> > > debater

at

> my

> > > undergraduate university, Bob Jones University in Greenville, 

> > > South Carolina. I have just a few basic, short, effective lessons 

> > > to get a

> class

> > > going on debating. As soon as I get some time, I'll share my 

> > > lesson

> plans

> > > with you. You can easily build upon them to suit your own 

> > > classroom.

> Back

> > to

> > > Terry Debarger (who argues from a sort of conundrum--a short 

> > > sentence

> "See

> > > Spot run"--that diagramming wouldn't be of much use), to Nancy

> Patterson,

> > > who dismisses Martha Kolln with an ad hominem argument rather than

> answer

> > > Kolln's argument when I very carefully have given my source more 

> > > than

> > once,

> > > and tonight even quoted just a little from it... But I'll give 

> > > Nancy

> more

> > > time to read the article. By the way, Nancy gave a good off the 

> > > cuff

> > history

> > > of grammar tonight. But second guessing her, I'll bet she has not 

> > > read

> my

> > > favorite article, neither did she cite it in her forthcoming 

> > > article

in

> > > Voices from the Middle (neither, I as an experienced debater I 

> > > would

> judge

> > > can she answer Kolln's article satisfactorily), which issue I am

eagerly

> > > looking forward to reading with a fine tooth comb, as usual. I 

> > > very

much

> > > appreciate Nancy's comment that topic sentences are an invention 

> > > not

> well

> > > represented in reality. I most heartily agree with her on that, 

> > > and

> thank

> > > her for that comment. Just like professional writers do not employ 

> > > artificial transitions (firstly, secondly, thirdly, in 

> > > conclusion),

> > neither

> > > do they consciously pay much attention, most of the time, to topic 

> > > sentences. By the way, I was the last editor of the original

McGuffey's

> > > Readers when I was serving as editor of Mott Media, in Milford,

> Michigan.

> > I

> > > learned a lot about the history of teaching reading and grammar as

> editor

> > of

> > > the McGuffey Curriculum until the death of Mr. George Mott, 

> > > publisher.

I

> > > think it is a wonder, that no matter what the current fad in 

> > > reading instruction, people still learn to read. Ditto with 

> > > writing!

> > >

> > > Jerome Smith in Detroit

> > >

> > > >From: Heidi Schoedl <h_booklover@yahoo.com>

> > > >Reply-To: ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org

> > > >To: ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org

> > > >Subject: [ncte-middle] debate lesson

> > > >Date: Sat, 16 Dec 2000 23:16:15 -0800 (PST)

> > > >

> > > >I'd like to have my students debate this year...does anyone have 

> > > >good ideas on how to teach them the process of debate etc.?

> > > >

> > > >Heidi Schoedl

> > > >

> > > >__________________________________________________

> > > >Do You Yahoo!?

> > > >Yahoo! Shopping - Thousands of Stores. Millions of Products. 

> > > >http://shopping.yahoo.com/
> > > >----------------------------------------------------

> > > >Archives-> http://www.ncte.org/lists/ncte-middle/archives.shtml
> > > >If you wish to escape NCTE-MIDDLE, send email to

> majordomo@lists.ncte.org

> > > >In the first line of the note put: unsubscribe ncte-middle Write 

> > > >to listmgr@lists.ncte.org if you run into trouble.

> > > >----------------------------------------------------

> > >

> > > _________________________________________________________________

> > > Get your FREE download of MSN Explorer at http://explorer.msn.com
> > >

> > > ----------------------------------------------------

> > > Archives-> http://www.ncte.org/lists/ncte-middle/archives.shtml
> > > If you wish to escape NCTE-MIDDLE, send email to

> majordomo@lists.ncte.org

> > > In the first line of the note put: unsubscribe ncte-middle Write 

> > > to listmgr@lists.ncte.org if you run into trouble.

> > > ----------------------------------------------------

> >

> >

> >

