Dear Kelly,

     There are, as you mention, two kinds of scoring rubrics that are popular or useful, holistic and analytic. If time is a major factor, the holistic scoring rubric is generally faster to apply. It can be constructed by writing a description of the response that fits each level of achievement to be reflected in the evaluation, and giving each one a numerical value such as, for the case you describe, from 0 to 20, perhaps in four or five categories (20, 15, 10, 5, 0). You then read each answer and score it holistically according to which description it (the student answer) best matches. If alerting the student to exactly what to improve upon in order to do better next time, the analytic rubric is superior. I usually develop both types, and use the analytic rubric to more accurately and dispassionately score a borderline paper. With five questions at 20 points each, you can easily construct an analytic rubric to specify traits or content you expect to be in an answer, with possible range of points for each. When the student gets a perfect score on all of the traits or content, the score for that question would add up to twenty. For each question you could have four traits specified, each to be scored on a 1-5 basis, five being perfect or superior, 1 being poor, etc. I have used this for essays, tests, and other composition assignments. I even constructed one off the top of my head one day for a student who  had to have her college application essay scored by a teacher with the criteria and justification for the score, and for that I constructed an analytic  scale on the back of her paper for them to see. I thought I had kept a copy for myself, but haven't located it since. But I have  others that I use regularly, including one I devised last semester based on the "Six Trait Writing" model someone on this list so kindly referenced for us early last fall.

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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>Hi everyone!  I'm a senior in college and I am trying to develop a 

>scoring rubric for an essay exam of 5 questions for a total of 20 pts 

>each.  I wanted to create a holistic scoring guide, but I was 

>wondering the best way to go about doing so, or if there is a better 

>way to assess essay exams?  Thank you for your time!!!  Kelly
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