Dear Jessica,

     I have taught debate informally in my classes. It often branches from teaching my students to write to the mode of discourse called argumentation. I start them off with "should or should not" topics in writing, beginning with a simple "issue paragraph." They soon wish to expand their compositions to something longer. Then, usually, some of the guys will want to debate the girls, or students at another table, and we are off. I then furnish them simple debate instructions, and let them perform. They enjoy it. I explain to them that in debate you have to be able to take either side and win the argument, whether it is the side you personally support or not. That is a concept which stumps them for a while, but eventually they get the idea that if they know both sides of the argument equally well, they can better argue in other settings the side they really support more effectively.

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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>For those of you who have taught debate, did you have the students 

>switch teams? I mean, did they have to argue both Aff. and Neg? I have 

>VERY unmotivated Seniors, so I don't what to scare them off. What have 

>you done in that respect?

>

>Jessica
