Dear Caryn and all,

     I find the way to get students to write effectively with distinctive voice is to let them write about what they care deeply about. One way I do this is with my "Extended Writing Composition" assignment (Selection 1483 in my writing ladder). I ask them to think of five topics that they know a whole lot about, have a lot to say about, have a strong opinion about, or believe in strongly, and express each of these in a complete sentence. Then I ask them to write five main idea topic sentences about each topic. (And yes, I don't believe in main ideas or topic sentences either, but the point of the exercise, and it works well, is to get students to TELL ME MORE about their topic. And yes, I don't believe in formulas or five paragraph essays either, but at least this is unstructured enough to tap the student's own native genius of expression. And yes, this is not the only kind of writing I have them do, but this assignment is critical in developing their confidence that they do have something worthwhile to say at length that will be interesting for others to read.) Finally, I ask them to develop each of these topic sentences into a complete paragraph six or more sentences long. They may write more than five paragraphs if they want to.

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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>So how, specifically, can we help our students write better using 

>voice?  It's one of the hardest things to explain clearly to students 

>who want to know exactly what it is.  How do you do that?  I have them 

>read a lot.  I have them write a lot.  The ones who are writing with 

>voice seem to be the more natural writers.

>

>Caryn

>

