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CONTENT PRESENTATION RESOURCES: GOAL 9

Encourage positive, appropriate, productive attitudes and values towards education, school, attendance, reading and writing, interpersonal relationships, wise decision making, and careful planning for present and future success.

Instructional Outcome: Students will have carefully established personal goals toward which they persistently strive.

This goal is related to "Dimension 1," Positive Attitudes and Perceptions About Learning, in Marzano's "Dimensions of Learning," as given in his A Different Kind of Classroom, pp. 3-5, 18-30.

FACTORS TO IMPLEMENT.

I.  Foster positive attitudes and perceptions about the learning climate.

A.  Acceptance
To foster acceptance:

1.
make  eye contact with each student in the  class, being  sure to pay attention to all  quadrants  of the classroom.

2.
call  all  students by their  first  or  preferred name.

3.
deliberately move toward and stay close to  learners.

4.
touch students in appropriate and acceptable ways.

When responding to students' questions and answers:

1.
provide wait time—let student think before moving on to another student for an answer.

2.
dignify  student  responses—give credit  for  the correct aspects of an incorrect response.

3.
restate the question to the student.

4.
rephrase the question to increase probability of a correct response.
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5.
provide  guidance—give enough hints and clues  to assist students to formulate a correct answer or a valid response.

B.  Comfort and Order
Comfort.  When possible, let students work together to develop group standards for the physical environment of the classroom.  Students may decide (when appropriate):

1.
How to arrange desks and other furniture.

2.
When to take breaks and what kind of breaks they will be.

3.
What to display on the bulletin boards and walls.

Order.  Identify routines and guidelines for acceptable behavior in the class.  Establish rules and procedures for:

1.
Beginning class

2.
Ending class

3.
Interruptions

4.
Instructional procedures

5.
Non-instructional procedures

6.
Grading procedures

7.
General conduct in the room

8.
Communication procedures

II.  Fostering positive attitudes and perceptions about classroom tasks.

Task Value
1.
Permit students to set personal goals.   

2.
Link classroom tasks to the fulfillment or accomplishment of those goals.   

3.
Allow students to structure tasks around their interests, to control specific aspects of tasks.
4.
Tap students' natural curiosity by offering interesting  "tidbits" along with content, such as interesting facts about authors lives, etc.
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Task Clarity
1.
Model the process before the students.

2.
Permit students to see a sample the completed task.  [Sample theme notebook, etc.]

Resources
1.
External resources.  Students must perceive they have the needed materials, time, and equipment.

2.
Internal resources.   Learners who believe they have the inner resources to successfully complete a task attribute their success to effort.   Those who attribute their success to ability perceive themselves as incapable of success at some tasks.  Thus, continually reinforce the importance of effort and boost students' sense of their ability.

1.
Selection 18.  Proverbs and Quotations Assignment.

2.
File JHS1152.   Selecting Long and Short Term Goals.

3.
File JHS1153.  Select Listing of Sample Priorities.

4.
File JHS1115.   Motivation for Success.   Lesson Plan.  Composition Assignment: Six Resolutions.

5.
File JHS1068.  Lesson Plan.  Vocabulary and Success.

6.
Selection 329.  Vocabulary Level Test.  F#JHS1064.

7.
Selection 1255.  Success Orientation.

8.
Selection 1256.  More Success Orientation.

9.
Selection 1294.  Being a Successful Student.

10.
Selection 1257.  Discerning Genuine Love.

11.
Selection 1278.  How to Make Wise Decisions.

12.
Selection 1279.  Abnormal Social Development.
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13.
File JHS1212.  Lesson Plan Unit.  College Application Essays.

14.
Selection 1280.  Sample Application Questions.

15.
Selection 1523.  Career Interest Composition.

16. Selection 1292.  "Never Again" Poster, Words and Projects.

17. Selection 1411TRDLP. Daily Lesson Plan on Future Plans Instructional Needs as expressed by students in their compositions (Sample Themes).
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