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TITLE:  CONFLICT AVOIDANCE AND RESOLUTION

I. Related Poetry

A. TITLE:  "A Word"

A careless word may kindle strife;

A cruel word may wreck a life.

A bitter word may hate instill;

A brutal word may smite and kill.

A gracious word may smooth the way;

A joyous word may light the day.

A timely word may lessen stress;

A loving word may heal and bless.

--Anonymous


B. TITLE:  "Now"

If you have kind words to say,

Say them now.

Tomorrow may not come your way,

Do a kindness while you may,

Loved ones will not always stay;

Say them now.

--Charles R. Skinner


C. TITLE:  "A Little Word"

A little word in kindness spoken,

A motion or a tear,

Has often healed the heart that's broken,

And made a friend sincere.

--Daniel Clement Colesworthy
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D. TITLE:  "Speak Gently"

Speak gently;  it is better far

To rule by love than fear.

Speak gently;  let no harsh word mar

The good we may do here.

--David Bates


E. TITLE:  "Speak with Care"

If you your lips would keep from slips,

Five things observe with care:

Of whom you speak, to whom you speak,

And how and when and where.

If you your ears would save from jeers,

These things keep mildly hid:

"Myself" and "I," and "mine" and "my,"

And how "I" do and did.

--Anonymous


F.  TITLE:  "A Book"

He ate and drank the precious words,

His spirit grew robust;

He knew no more that he was poor,

Nor that his frame was dust.

He danced along the dingy days,

And this bequest of wings

Was but a book.  What liberty

A loosened spirit brings!

--Emily Dickinson
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TITLE:  CONFLICT AVOIDANCE AND RESOLUTION

II. RELATED QUOTATION

“Never does the human soul appear so strong and noble as when it forgoes revenge and dares to forgive an injury.”  E. H. Chapin

III. DIRECTIONS:

1. Write a composition on the topic:

“To avoid violence and conflict I should…”

2. Develop your ideas thoroughly and write a full length composition on this topic.

3. Make some direct reference to the Chapin quotation and one or more statements found in the poems within your composition.
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