I like the short story by Anton Chekov, "The Bet." But beyond short stories and poems, I suggest proverbs and quotations with associated meaningful writing topics would be most effective. I have some if you can't locate any. One quotation I especially like I heard Dr. Joseph Stowell state, "Our lives are not made of the dreams that we dream, but of the choices we make." I tie this in also to the short poem by Langston Hughes, "Dreams." This semester I had my students write a composition in class on the topic: "Tell about an important future choice you will have to make."

Jerome Smith in Detroit
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>Hi everyone. I am doing a unit on making choices and the consequences 

>of those choices. I am going to center the unit around Macbeth, but I'm 

>not as interested in Macbeth as I am in the theme. So what I want to do 

>is find some other material that deals with the same theme but 

>incorporates different genres and time periods. I have already thought 

>about obvious things like The Road Not Taken and Dr. Faustus, but I 

>thought some of you teachers with more experience might know some other 

>short stories or poems I could use. I don't really have the time to 

>teach a novel since I'm already doing Macbeth, so if anyone has any 

>ideas about short stories, poems, anything else I would greatly 

>appreciate it. Thanks for your time.

>

>***********************

>Joshua
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