Dear Jen,

     After contending with a fight between two pre-AP honors students (and girls, at that) a few years ago, I developed a "conflict resolution/avoidance" mini-unit which contains a set of poems, proverbs and quotations, and a writing assignment. Some of the stuff might be esteemed by some as quaint or old fashioned, but it gets the point across to my students, and I haven't had any fights or unseemly outbursts since. The writing prompt I use is simply "To avoid conflict I should ..."  Let me know if this sounds helpful to you, and I can send the rest by email and a short attached file.

Jerome Smith in Detroit

>From: Jennifer 
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>

>

>A question for everyone -- any ideas for 7th grade-level books that 

>deal with language, specifically where seemingly "harmless" taunts (or 

>outright verbal meanness) escalate to real violence? (I'm thinking 

>along the lines of "The Drowning of Stephan Jones".)  Plays, short 

>stories ideas are also welcome.

>

>Thanks,

>Jen

>

