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PRONOUN TEST LOGIC

1. Choose the pronoun you think is correct.

2. Determine the case (nominative or objective) of the pronoun you picked.

A. If the pronoun can follow the preposition of, it is in the objective case.

Example:

He is afraid of __________.

(Note that him, her, whom, me, and them all complete the sentence, whereas she, he, I, who, and they do not.  Thus, him, her, me, whom, and them are in the objective case.)

B. If the pronoun can start the sentence it is in the nominative or subject case.

Example:

________  am afraid of him.

________  is afraid of him.

________  are afraid of him.

(Note that pronouns which can start any of the above sentences are in the nominative case.  He, she, who, I, and they may begin the sentence and so are in the nominative case.)

3. There are four possible grammatical reasons for a pronoun choice:

A. subject of verb

B. object of verb

C. object of preposition

D. predicate nominative

A. If the pronoun you selected is in the nominative or subject case, the only possible reasons you can select are:

A. subject of verb

D.  predicate nominative
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PRONOUN TEST LOGIC

B. If the pronoun is in the objective case, the only reasons you can select are:

B.  object of verb

C. object of preposition  

4. If you selected a pronoun in the nominative case, test the correctness of  your      choice as follows:

A. Select reason (A) or (D)—subject of verb or predicate nominative.

B. If you selected reason (A)—subject of verb, the subject occurs before the verb of the sentence (or clause) unless the sentence is a question that begins with a verb.

Example:

Is John and (A. he   B. him) here?

(he is correct, being the subject of the verb is:  the verb begins the question an the subject follows the verb)

If the question sentence begins with a verb, the subject follows the verb.  Some questions are not formed in this way:  they begin with words like “how” and “when.”  Even so, the subject follows the verb.

Example:

How do you know it was he?

(You is the subject of the verb do know)

C. If you selected reason (D), predicate nominative, the following must be true:

i) The pronoun must be in the nominative (subject) case.

ii) The pronoun must follow the verb.

iii) The verb must be a linking verb (am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been;  appear, become, feel, grow, look, remain, seem, turn).

iv) The pronoun will rename the subject.

v) Notice that the verb does not express action.
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PRONOUN TEST LOGIC

5. If you selected a pronoun in the objective case, then you may test the correctness of the choice as follows:

A. You must choose reason (B) or (C), object of verb or object of preposition.

B. If you select reason (B)—object of verb, the following must be true:

i) The verb must be a transitive active verb.

ii) The pronoun must follow the verb (of sentence or clause).

iii) The pronoun must be in the objective case.

iv) When the pronoun is a direct object, the direct object receives the action named by the verb and answers the question “who” or “what” asked of the subject with its verb.

Example:

John called (A. he   B. him) on the telephone.

(Him is the correct choice, being in the objective case, following a transitive active verb called, and answering to the question “Who” or “What” asked of the subject with its verb:  Whom or what did John call?  Answer=him, the direct object.

v) When the pronoun is an indirect object, it comes after the verb, but before the direct object, and names to or for whom or what something is done.  Indirect objects follow factitive verbs (bought, brought, choose, elect, give, name).

C. If you select reason (C)—object of preposition, the pronoun involved must follow a preposition.

