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TITLE:  PRONOUN CASE GRAMMAR BACKGROUND

1. Direct object

—is a noun or pronoun that follows an active verb

—is found by asking “who” or “what” of the verb

example:  John hit the ball.


           What did John hit?  Answer:  the ball.  “ball” is the direct object.

—the may only follow an active verb, and is therefore a word which receives the

   action named by the verb

2. Predicate nominative
—is a noun or pronoun which follows a linking verb and renames the subject

example:   Mrs. Brown is the president.



The president is she.

     —linking verbs include:   am, is, are, was, were, appear, become, feel, grow, look,

         seem, sound, remain, taste, touch, turn

3. Preposition
—is a structure word which serves as a phrase marker of phrases which function 

    as adverbs or adjectives.

—common prepositions include, among others, “anything a squirrel can do about  

    a tree”:  up, down, under, around, over, through, above, into, in, out, about,

    below as well as  from, between, of, with, except, at, like

4. Prepositional phrase
—is composed of a preposition, a noun marker (a, an, the, our, your, their, my),

    and a noun or pronoun

—the noun or pronoun following the preposition and completing the phrase is

    called the object of the preposition

—if the object of a preposition is a pronoun, it is in the objective case
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5. Indirect object
—is a noun or pronoun which follows a factitive verb

—if the indirect object is a pronoun, it must be in the objective case

—an indirect object is always followed by a direct object, and names the thing or 

    person to or for whom or which something is done

—indirect objects occur in sentences of the pattern NVNN

6. Factitive verbs
—are followed by two objects—an indirect object and a direct object

—include such verbs as:   bought, brought, choose, elect, gave, name

