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TITLE:  ACT GRAMMAR SKILLS LIST

I. USAGE/MECHANICS

A. PUNCTUATION

1. Punctuating Breaks in Thought

(1) End of a sentence (e.g., period, exclamation point, question mark)

(2) Between clauses of compound sentences when conjunction is omitted or when clauses contain commas (e.g., semicolon)

(3) Before a conjunctive adverb joining clauses of a compound sentence (e.g., semicolon)

(4) Parenthetical elements (e.g., comma, dash, parenthesis)

2. Punctuating Relationships and Sequences

(1) Avoiding ambiguity

(2) Indicating apposition

(3) Indicating possessives

(4) Items in a series

(5) Simple phrases and clauses in a series

(6) Unequivocally restrictive/nonrestrictive clauses and phrases

3. Avoiding Unnecessary Punctuation

(1) Between subject and predicate

(2) Between verb and object

(3) Between adjective and noun

(4) Between preposition and object

(5) Between noun and preposition

(6) Between the intensive and the antecedent

(7) Between two coordinate elements

(8) Between correlatives

(9) Within series already linked by conjunctions
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TITLE:  ACT GRAMMAR SKILLS LIST

B. BASIC GRAMMAR AND USAGE

1. Assuring Grammatical Agreement

(1) Predicate with subjects of varying complexity

(2) Pronoun with antecedent

(3) Predicate with subject in sentences beginning with there or where

(4) Adjectives and adverbs with their corresponding nouns and verbs

2. Forming Verbs

(1) Tenses of regular and irregular verbs

(2) Compound tenses

3. Using Pronouns

(1) Using the proper form of the possessives and distinguishing them from adverbs (there) and contractions (it’s)

(2) Using the appropriate case of a pronoun

4. Forming Modifiers

(1) Forming comparatives and superlatives of adjectives and adverbs

(2) Using the appropriate comparative or superlative form depending on the context

5. Observing Usage Conventions

(1) Using the idioms of standard written English

C. SENTENCE STRUCTURE

1. Relating Clauses

(1) Avoiding faulty subordination and coordination

(2) Avoiding run-on sentences

(3) Avoiding comma splices

(4) Avoiding sentence fragments (except those required in exclamations, dialogue, etc.)

2. Using Modifiers

(1) Constructing sentences so that antecedents are clear and unambiguous

(2) Placing modifiers so that they modify the appropriate element

3. Avoiding Unnecessary Shifts in Construction

(1) Person

(2) Number

(3) Voice

(4) Tense

(5) Mood
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TITLE:  ACT GRAMMAR SKILLS LIST

II. RHETORICAL SKILLS

A. STRATEGY

1. Making Decisions about the Appropriateness of Expression for Audience and Purpose

2. Making Decisions about Adding, Revising, or Deleting Supporting Material

3. Making Decisions about Cohesion Devices:  Openings, Transitions, and Closings

(1) Selecting an effective statement relative to the essay as a whole

(2) Selecting an effective statement relative to a specific paragraph or paragraphs

B. ORGANIZATION

1. Establishing Logical Order

(1) Ordering paragraphs in a logical sequence

(2) Beginning a paragraph in the appropriate location

(3) Choosing the appropriate transitional word or phrase

(4) Placing sentences in a logical location

(5) Ordering sentences in a logical sequence

(6) Ordering sentences or phrases in a logical way

2. Judging Relevancy

(1) Omitting irrelevant material

(2) Retaining relevant material

C. STYLE

1. Managing Sentence Elements Effectively

(1) Rhetorically effective subordination and combination

(2) Avoiding ambiguity of pronoun reference

2. Editing and Revising Effectively

(1) Avoiding wordiness

(2) Avoiding redundancy

3. Choosing Words to Fit Meaning and Function

(1) Choosing words and images that are fresh;  recognizing and avoiding cliches

(2) Avoiding silly comparisons or expressions

(3) Maintaining the level of style and tone

