Dear Carrie,

     I was taught grammar rigorously when I was in middle and high school. I also was taught grammar in college. I learned the most grammar, though, when I studied ancient Greek just for fun. That study prepared me well for the study of American English linguistics in graduate school.

     As a teacher, I have almost never taught grammar as a separate entity. That is quite frowned upon where I teach. They even took out all the spelling books out of the classrooms my second year of teaching. I accidentally discovered while doing my master's thesis that my students learned to read far more efficiently when I developed a series of lessons trying to teach them some very basic elements of grammar, namely, the six statement patterns of English. I developed the lessons for a seventh grade class ranked the bottom ability group of seven groups in my middle school (they were called junior high schools back then). I did that because I had them for a two hour block, and was supposed to teach them reading for one hour, and English for the other hour. It was a hopeless task to teach them out of the English book we had (they couldn't read it). So, I wrote my own, based on the linguistics courses I was taking in graduate school. I will never forget the dramatic change in my students that year. My noisiest, most rambunctious African American girl begged me to be allowed to use my new program. When I gave the reading post test for the class she was the first one done. My heart sank. I was afraid she hurriedly filled in the circles without reading the test. Was I uplifted when she scored tenth grade, sixth month on the Standford Achievement Test in reading, a score which placed her as far ahead of her grade level as she had been behind at the start of the semester (the reason for her placement in this class group).  About seven or eight students showed similar remarkable improvement out of a class of thirty-nine. The seven students were subsequently placed in the next to the top ability group (an honors homeroom) and remained honor roll students the rest of the way through middle school and high school. I have continued to use my material with select students ever since, with consistent results. The teacher who inherited my bottom of seven homeroom group dreaded getting them as eighth graders. After a few days she came back to my room and said, "Mr. Smith, I don't know what you did to those kids, but they work as well as my honors class does." My favorite research article on the subject of the utility of teaching grammar was written by Martha Kolln, titled "Closing the Books on Alchemy," in the May 1981 issue of College Composition and Communication, Volume 32, Number 2, pp. 139-151. I consider the article a "must read" on this subject. More recently, an article by Len Unsworth was published in the Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy (Volume 42, No. 7, April 1999, pp. 508-521) titled "Developing critical understanding of the specialised language of school science and history texts: A functional grammatical perspective"), which convincingly demonstrates that a knowledge of grammatical structures is essential for understanding the more complex structures found in the language of today's modern science and history textbooks.

Jerome Smith from Detroit (still snowed in--but bought a huge snow blower attachment for my diesel John Deere 455 garden tractor yesterday when the schools were closed by a snow storm)
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>Hi, my name is Carrie Schroeder and I am currently a junior middle 

>childhood

>education major at Bluffton College.  My question to the ncte 

>discussion

>list deals with the use of grammar in the classroom.  It seems that 

>a lot of

>middle school classroom focus on reading and writing to develop 

>English

>skills.  I was curious as to how much the average middle school 

>teacher

>actually teaches textbook grammar anymore.  And if so, do you find 

>it

>helpful, or do the students seem to learn what they need to know 

>about

>grammar through reading?  Any response that you give me would be 

>greatly

>appreciated.

>Thanks,

>Carrie

>_____________________________________________________________________________________

>Get more from the Web.  FREE MSN Explorer download : 

>http://explorer.msn.com

>

>----------------------------------------------------

>Archives-> http://www.ncte.org/lists/ncte-middle/archives.shtml

>If you wish to escape NCTE-MIDDLE, send email to 

>majordomo@lists.ncte.org

>In the first line of the note put: unsubscribe ncte-middle

>Write to listmgr@lists.ncte.org if you run into trouble.

>----------------------------------------------------

