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PARAGRAPH WRITING TOPICS
Directions: Choose one topic from the list which starts below. Write six sentences or more about the topic. Begin your paragraph with a sentence which clearly states the issue and the side you intend to support. Follow this opening statement of the issue with sentences which explain or support the side you have taken. Use good grammar, correct spelling and punctuation, complete sentences, and neat writing.

1. Should the state of Michigan reinstitute capital punishment?

2. Should marijuana be legalized in Michigan?

3. Should it be made mandatory for women eighteen and older to register for the draft?

4. Should world history be a mandatory class?

5. What is the worst problem at your high school and how do you think it should be solved?

6. Should students be allowed more than five minutes to get to class?

7. Should a trespasser who violates the law when he enters your property lose his right to sue for damages if he is injured while on your property?

8. Should students be given a special room where they are allowed to smoke in school?

9. Should schools have or be allowed to use undercover police officers?

10. How or why should the Uniform Code of Conduct be enforced more strictly than it is?
11. Should the Board of Education repair, repaint, or remodel your school?

12. Should students be given a free lunch hour to spend where they please?

13. Should students be given the opportunity to make the school rules?
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14. Should students be given the opportunity to enforce the school rules?

15. Should all school entrance doors be chained except the front door from third to seventh hour?

16. Have television programs decreased the respect of young people for the worth of each human being?

17. Is the United States of America heading towards a disaster?

18. Is America another name for opportunity?

19. Is technology destroying man and the natural environment?

20. What reasons lead you to believe that there will (or will not) be an all‑out world‑wide nuclear war?

21. For a law or rule to be effective, must there be a penalty for violating it?

22. What penalties do you suggest there should be for students who skip their classes?

23. Does the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution forbid the teaching about or discussion of the subject of religion in public schools?

24. Should young people's attendance at a movie be prohibited because they have not reached a particular age?

25. Should teachers be permitted to use corporal (physical) punishment in public schools?

26. Should girls be allowed to participate with boys in the same school sports programs (such as football)?

27. Should parents be advised to limit the number of hours each day that their children can watch television?
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PARAGRAPH WRITING TOPICS
28. Should large companies be held accountable for decisions they make which cause many people to lose their jobs?

29. What is the worst problem in your neighborhood and how do you think it should be solved?

30. What do you suggest needs to be done to enable or encourage more students to do better in school?

31. Should schools be required to introduce students to more than one viewpoint when teaching about controversial subjects?

32. Children should be taught what their rights are.

33. It is only right to abort a fetus if it is certain that the child would be severely handicapped.

34. We must all work to abolish war and achieve world peace.

35. The real solution to our economic problems is a system which eliminates poverty on the one hand and excessive profits on the other.

36. The best form of government is a democracy with freedom of religion.

37. Since we are created equal, husbands and wives should have equal rights.

38. Mothers should be able to find fulfilling careers outside the home.

39. Pornography, drugs, and sexual perversion are evil. However, we must allow them to exist because we cannot legislate morality.

40. The death penalty is not a deterrent to crime.

41. Criminals are really the victims of the injustices of our society.
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PARAGRAPH WRITING TOPICS
42. Moral conditions in our country are bad, but they have been just as bad during previous times in our history.

43. Laws should be made to prohibit false cults from teaching error.

44. It is the job of government to give a good education to all children.

45. A strong nation is built on strong local communities.

46. A child's personality cannot be changed after the age of seven.

47. Primitive tribes in our world are just now emerging from the “stone age.”
48. A newspaper should report all the facts it gets, because the public has a right to know.

49. News reporting, like history writing, can and should be done with an objective mind.

50. Alcoholism is a disease.

51. Television is harmful because of all the violence it shows to children.

52. The history of mankind is simply a continual repetition of itself.

53. There is not very much we can do about wickedness, because God predicted that wickedness would increase during the end times.

54. School should have the right to require students to meet minimum dress and grooming standards.

55. Compulsory education has outlived its usefulness. Students should be able to choose whether they wish to attend school or not.

56. Students should be involved in making decisions about the types of classes to be offered in a school.
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57. A school should be able to release information about a student to a potential employer without that student's knowledge.

58. The decision to have a separate smoking area on campus should be based only on whether the student body desires it or not.

59. It is the job of parents rather than the school to give students corporal punishment. Teachers and administrators should not be allowed to administer corporal punishment to students for any reason.

60. Any student who fails to repay the school for a lost book should not receive academic credit or a diploma.

61. A student who is continually truant should lose his right to a free, public education.

62. Student newspapers should be protected by freedom of the press just as are other publications.

63. Any student faced with suspension from school should have a hearing first. That's the only fair way to avoid unjust student suspensions.

64. What students keep in their school lockers is their own business. No school official should be allowed to examine their lockers without their permission.

65. The principal should have the final say over whether a student rally to complain about the quality of food in the school cafeteria is held.

66. Students should be allowed to form campus organizations of their own choosing. An organization that does not allow female students to join has as much right to conduct its affairs on school grounds as one open to both sexes.

67. A pregnant student has no right to mingle with other students in school. Such a student should be prevented from attending classes with her classmates.
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68. Schools should be protective of the student's right of privacy. If the police or other law enforcement agency asks for information about a student charged with a crime, schools should say, "Forget it!"

69. Certain classes such as cosmetology or home economics should be for females only.

70. Parents’ taxes should be applied only to the cost of education for students who are capable of attending regular classes.

71. Schools should spend more time teaching reading, writing, and mathematics by doing away with such useless requirements as health education and physical education.

72. Students have certain responsibilities to fulfill in addition to the rights guaranteed to them by various statutes, laws, and court decisions.

73. Once the principal has made a decision about an individual student case, that is it. The student should not have any right of appeal.

74. Parents have an absolute right to treat their children as they wish. No law should be allowed to come between parents and their desire to deal with their children in any manner they see fit.

75. The minor person should always be under parental supervision and responsibility. In no case should that individual be allowed to sign contracts, for example, without a parent’s signature.

76. It's a good thing that there's a law requiring a married couple to be over a certain age or to have parental permission. Without that law, the divorce rates would be even higher than they already are.

77. If a marriage fails, it should not be blamed on just the husband or wife. Both people are to blame.

78. If a father of a child is under 18 years of age and no longer married, he should not be held legally responsible for the care or support of that child.
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79. Even in an emergency, a doctor should not be allowed to treat a minor without obtaining consent of the parents first.

80. It isn't right for an employer to discriminate against a minor person just because of age. A minor who is qualified to work should be considered for a job on an equal basis with an older person with the same qualifications.

81. The government gives entirely too much money to individuals who supposedly need it. Social welfare programs are a waste of taxpayers' money.

82. If an individual under 18 years of age signs a contract, he should be responsible for meeting the terms of the contract, not his parents.

83. Landlords should have the right to rent to whomever they wish. If a family with children under ten years of age wishes to rent an apartment, the landlord should be allowed to say no to protect his property.

84. Young people should be held legally accountable for assaulting someone even though they're not held legally responsible for breaking a contract.

85. They should change the voting age back to 21 years of age. Few 18 year olds are really bothering to vote anyway.

86. Bicyclists should not have to follow the same rules of the road as automobile drivers.

87. You should never withhold any information from a police officer.

88. Self‑defense allows you to protect yourself by any means imaginable against an attacker.

89. Curfew and truancy laws are ridiculous. If a juvenile stays out late or stays away from school, the juvenile's parents should be involved rather than the police.

90. Gun laws pertaining to minors should be strictly enforced. Such laws serve to protect society by preventing guns from getting into the wrong hands.
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91. A juvenile accused of a crime should be given the same rights granted to an adult including the right to a jury trial.

92. Court hearings should be required for the examination of all evidence before a minor is committed to a mental institution.

93. Foreigners living in the United States should be allowed to abide by the laws of their own country.

94. Do you believe all public employees, including teachers, policemen and firemen, should have the right to strike?

95. Prison overcrowding is becoming a serious problem in Michigan. If it becomes necessary to build additional prisons, would you oppose such a prison being built in your community?

96. Would you favor the early release of prisoners to alleviate prison overcrowding?

97. Would you favor a program whereby persons convicted of minor offenses could be ordered by a judge to do community service work in lieu of a fine or short jail term?

98. Would you favor legislation making it mandatory that a person driving or riding as a passenger in a motor vehicle have their seat belt fastened?
99. Students should be permitted to bring cell phones and beepers to school in case of family emergencies.

100. Dress codes are altogether unnecessary because students are in school to train their minds.
