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ISSUE PARAGRAPH RATING SCALE

Directions:  Please copy the following paragraph rating scale.  Keep your copy in your notebook.  Consult this scale to understand the mark you receive on a paragraph whenever it has been graded analytically.  The comments in this rating scale will help you pinpoint your strengths and weaknesses to help you write a better issue paragraph.

1. TOPIC SENTENCE

5
The issue and the side being supported are clearly and well stated.

4
The issue and the side being supported are either wordily stated or less effectively stated but are still clear.

3
a.
The sentence fails to adequately state the issue.

b.
The sentence is poorly constructed.

2
The wording of the sentence improperly changes, expands, or qualifies the issue.

0
The sentence is not clear as to side or issue.

2. SUPPORTING SENTENCES

5
A more than adequate statement of superior, relevant reasons and supporting information is made.

4
Three distinct reasons are given which are supported by relevant and appropriate information.

3
Three distinct, adequate, relevant reasons are stated in at least three sentences.  The relevance of each reason must be clearly apparent or else adequately explained.
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ISSUE PARAGRAPH RATING SCALE

2.
SUPPORTING SENTENCES, continued

2
a.
Less than three distinct reasons are provided.

b.
Less than three sentences are used to support the topic sentence.

c.
The three reasons given are not shown to be clearly relevant.

d.
The three reasons given are not adequately explained in terms of "how" or "why."

1
Rambling sentences do not state logical reasons which support the issue.

0
a.
Failure to support a consistent side of the issue; the paper justifies both sides of the issue.

b.
Fewer than two distinctive reasons were given.

c.
Fewer than two supporting sentences were written.

d.
The issue was essentially changed from the one assigned by modifying, changing, limiting, extending, or misunderstanding it.

3. CONCLUSION

5
The sentence contains a well-stated full conclusion which goes beyond the confines of the formula to make an effective "clincher" sentence.

4
The sentence follows the formula very adequately with a well-stated conclusion.

3
The sentence follows the formula minimally.

2
The sentence inadequately follows the formula because:

a.
it gives a reason which is too limited.

b.
the concluding reason is not specific or fails to summarize the reasons stated.
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ISSUE PARAGRAPH RATING SCALE

3.
CONCLUSION, continued

c.
The concluding reason is too broad or all-encompassing, for it claims too much.

d.
The sentence does not fully state the issue or the side supported.

e.
The sentence gives a new reason rather than a conclusion.

1
The sentence incompletely follows the formula because:

a.
it does not restate the issue.

b.
it does not contain a supporting conclusion.

0
a.
The conclusion as stated unduly modifies the assigned topic.

b.
There is no concluding sentence.

4. GRAMMAR

5
Well-constructed direct sentences are used which contain no grammatical errors.

4
Adequately constructed sentences are used which contain no grammatical errors.

3
The paragraph contains only one error such as Xt, X#, WLO, WW.

2
a.
The paragraph contains one or two errors like ROS or SF, or

b.
The paragraph contains two or three errors like Xt, X#, WLO, WW.

0
The paragraph contains more than

a.
two errors like ROS and SF.

b.
three errors like Xt, X#, WLO, WW, ROS, SF.

Mr. J. H. Smith




Selection Number:  1900A
Special Skills File

For Student Use




Copy Number:

Please DO NOT write on this page.  Handle this material very carefully as more students need to use it after you.  Sign this material out then check it back in.


F#JHS0278 of 5/18/96 from 1980.





page four

ISSUE PARAGRAPH RATING SCALE

5. SPELLING

5
no errors

4
one error of an unfamiliar word

3
one error of a familiar word

0
two or more errors

6. PUNCTUATION AND PARAGRAPH FORM

5
no errors

2
one or more errors involving Xp, Xcap, ROS, SF

0
improper paragraph form

PARAGRAPH RATING SCALE (ANALYTIC)

Multiplier    Grade
Points

Category

4




1.
Topic Sentence

5




2.
Supporting Sentences

4




3.
Conclusion

3




4.
Grammar

3




5.
Spelling

1




6.
Punctuation

_________

TOTAL:

Grade:  5 = superior;  4 = excellent;  3 = good;  2 = poor;  1 = deficient;  0 = failing

