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ISSUE PARAGRAPH WRITING SUGGESTIONS

Directions:  Please copy the following writing suggestions.  Keep your copy in your notebook.  Read these directions over whenever you write an issue paragraph.  Follow these directions as carefully as  possible.  Learning to follow them will enable you to pass the High School Proficiency Test section on paragraph writing.

I.
TOPIC SENTENCE

1. Begin your paragraph with a topic sentence.

a.
Restate the assigned topic in a thesis statement which clearly indicates which side of the issue you intend to support.

b.
Do not use the word "yes" or "no" in your topic sentence.

c.
Do not state your reasons in your opening sentence.

d.
Do not change or expand the topic when you restate it in your thesis sentence.

e.
Do not omit a portion of the topic when you write your thesis statement.

II.
SUPPORTING SENTENCES

2. Continue your paragraph with sentences which give reasons for the side you have taken.

a.
Do not begin your sentences with the word because.

b.
Word your sentences as clearly as possible with no wasted words.

c.
Do not repeat the topic sentence or thesis statement in any of your reasons.

d.
When giving separate reasons, do not merely restate a previous one in different words.

e.
Keep all of your reasons consistent with the side of the topic you are defending:  do not try to argue for or against both sides of the issue.

f.
Do not change the topic by defending an aspect of the issue different from the one given in the assignment.

g.
In your draft outline, write more than three reasons, then choose the best three:  the strongest or those which logically belong together.
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ISSUE PARAGRAPH WRITING SUGGESTIONS

h.
When stating your supporting reasons, be sure to explain their relevance to the side of the topic you are supporting if the relevance is not absolutely apparent when just stating the reason alone.

i.
Don't "go rambling" with your sentences when you write your supporting reasons.  Stay clearly and logically on the issues.

III.
CONCLUDING SENTENCE

3. When writing your concluding sentence:

a.
Begin your sentence by restating your topic.

b.
Continue your sentence with the word because.

c.
Finish your sentence by writing each of your three best reasons as a phrase, stating your most effective reason last.

4. When writing your concluding sentence:

a.
Do not use the word "try" in your final sentence.

b.
Be positive when you state your conclusion.  A negative conclusion weakens not only your conclusion but the thrust of your whole argument.

IV.
GRAMMAR

5. Proofread your work carefully to weed out common errors in grammar such as verb errors;  singular, plural, and agreement errors;  words left out, and the use of wrong words.

V.
SPELLING

6. Proofread your work carefully to weed out common errors in spelling.  Be sure you have found and eliminated any of the "forbidden mistakes" errors.  Do your best to avoid misspelling the more difficult words as well.
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ISSUE PARAGRAPH WRITING SUGGESTIONS

VI.
PUNCTUATION AND PARAGRAPH FORM

7. Place proper end punctuation after every sentence.  Use correct internal sentence punctuation where it is required.  Use correct capitalization.

8. When you write your sentences in paragraph form:

a.
Be sure to follow the correct block paragraph form.  Indent the first line of your paragraph;  do not skip lines or use any other indentation within your paragraph.

b.
Do not overuse words such as "always."

c.
Do not begin sentences with and, also, or well.

d.
Stay in the same grammatical "person":  do not use the word you.

e.
Do not introduce new errors when you combine your outline into your final paragraph.

f.
Be careful not to leave out important material when combining your outline into your paragraph.

g.
Write, do not print.

VII.
ADEQUATE DEVELOPMENT

9. Write a list of as many reasons as you can think of to support your topic.

10. Select at least three of your best reasons for your supporting sentences.

11. Expand your reasons by not only stating the "what" but also the "why" or the "how."

12. Remember that your purpose is to argue strongly for your side of the question so as to convince or persuade your reader to agree with you.

13. Be sure when writing your conclusion to restate the thesis.  Otherwise your conclusion appears to be another reason.

