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TITLE:  "The Adventure of the Mason"

1. The greatest problem in life faced by the mason at the beginning of the story was  (A) he was a light sleeper and had trouble getting uninterrupted sleep at night,  (B) he was very religious but he could not afford to go to church,  (C) he found it very hard to earn enough to support his family,  (D) he had a numerous family but could not afford a larger house.

2. It can be said of the mason that  (A) no one ever took notice of him,  (B) he had few friends outside of his own family,  (C) though he had many friends they were poor like himself,  (D) someone did notice his devotion and honesty.

3. The mason was interrupted in his sleep by  (A) the hourly chiming of the church bells,  (B) the noise of his children,  (C) the uncomfortable cold of the night,  (D) the visit of the priest.

4. The mason was asked to agree to  (A) never tell anyone about the task he was asked to do,  (B) give permission to be blindfolded while being taken to the site,  (C) contribute more money to the church,  (D) build a secret burial vault.

5. To be sure that the mason could not find his own way back  (A) he was brought there after dark,  (B) he was led by a winding and circuitous route,  (C) he was brought there while asleep,  (D) he was taken to a different city.

6. When the mason did not complete the work on the first day  (A) he was paid for his trouble and a new mason was located to finish the work,  (B) he was not paid for he performed his work too slowly,  (C) he was brought back to finish his task on a subsequent night,  (D) he was forced to remain in a locked chamber to complete the work when it got dark again.

7. The special vault he constructed under the fountain was intended as  (A) a secret burial vault for some dead bodies,  (B) an emergency hideaway,  (C) a place to keep large flowerpots out of season,  (D) a place to hide a large amount of money.

8. An additional precaution taken to prevent the mason ever discovering where he had done his work was  (A) he had to do his work in the dark,  (B) he did the work indoors and the shades were kept pulled,  (C) he was taken home again in a darkened carriage,  (D) he was never brought or returned by the same route.
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TITLE:  "The Adventure of the Mason"

9. The element of Romanticism in literature especially highlighted by this story is  (A) confidence in the intuitive wisdom of childhood,  (B) delight in the marvelous and abnormal,  (C) rebellion against external law,  (D) dominance of emotion over reason.

10. The attitude of the mason toward his lot in life was to  (A) quietly accept his humble position,  (B) work energetically and save carefully for a better future,  (C) become a very wicked and untrusting miser,  (D) become ever more religious in hopes he would be rewarded.

11. Much later in life the mason was approached by  (A) a rich but complaining landlord,  (B) the owner of an inner city house looking for an honest tenant,  (C) a priest searching for information about where the money had been hidden,  (D) a rich uncle who offered him a larger house to live in.

12. The mason was hired for more work  (A) to uncover the hiding place of the money,  (B) because he was glad of a job and would work cheap,  (C) because he knew the secret of the missing money,  (D) because he was a highly respected very religious man.

13. The mason offered further to  (A) live in the house rent free while he put it in repair,  (B) reveal where the treasure was hidden,  (C) build a new fountain,  (D) give the money he would save in rent as an offering to the church.

14. The theme of this story is best expressed as  (A) it doesn't pay to work at a low-paying job for a permanent career,  (B) a person who is faithful and honest will one day be rewarded,  (C) those who are greedy will miss the chance to have their virtue rewarded,  (D) those who can keep a secret will reap a rich reward.

15. The literary element most emphasized in the structure of this story is  (A) point-of-view,  (B) characterization,  (C) plot,  (D) theme.

