I think I agree with Nancy Patterson also. I found it interesting that you should make reference to Dr. Richard Allington. These past few weeks I have been reading several articles and book chapters he has written. I find them helpful and insightful. Constance Weaver has included an article titled "More on the Schools We Have versus the Schools We Need" by Richard L. Allington in her Practicing What We Know: Informed Reading Instruction, pp. 554-565. I also just read and reread an article I started reading in 1994 from The Reading Teacher which is now reprinted in Constance Weaver's Reconsidering a Balanced Approach to Reading, "The Schools We Have. The Schools We Need," Allington, pp. 495-519. This is an excellent, insightful article which bears rereading. I am currently reading from Allington and Sean A. Walmsey's (eds) book, No Quick Fix: Rethinking Literacy Programs in America's Elementary Schools. This latter volume provides interesting information about the unproductiveness of holding back students in the same grade for another year because of failure or segregating them into remedial instruction groups. Judith Langer, whose work I generally like, has with others written a monograph titled "Guidelines for Teaching Middle and High School Students to Read and Write Well: Six Features of Effective Instruction," published by the National Research Center on English Learning and Achievement, where I find Allington also may be associated when I visited the www.cela.albany.edu website to read her research reports. I have just a little quibble with these folks as being too distant from the classrooms most of us face—hence my reference elsewhere to the "ivory tower." When I taught reading in a Michigan state-funded (I assume) so called Chapter 3 program the state inspectors said my program was altogether unique, nothing like it anywhere else in the state. They saw I widened the reading horizons of my students, not narrowed them with the program I devised. And my program was successful.

Jerome Smith

>From: PELOFINK@aol.com

>Reply-To: ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org

>To: ncte-middle@serv1.ncte.org

>Subject: Re: [ncte-middle] Corrective Reading

>Date: Sat, 21 Jul 2001 14:02:59 EDT

>

>I agree with Nancy.  I had the opportunity to listen to Dr. Richard 

>Allington speak at a Literacy conference at Hamline University in MN 

>and he opened all of our eyes wide open to the statement "research 

>shows".  I never had enough statistical and analysis coursework to 

>really analyze research and Allington proved how devastating our 

>misinterpretations of what "research says" has been.  For example, many 

>studies, like Nancy said, have never been peer reviewed or duplicated.  

>And, many studies that have claimed results have show so minimal gains 

>that one needs to ask what gains the kids made who weren't in the 

>program.  I strongly urge people to get a hold of his new book, What 

>Really Matters for Struggling Readers.  He talks about programs and 

>their "research" and the government mandates now being initiated in 

>states with concerns to reading programs.

