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HOW TO WRITE MULTIPLE CHOICE VOCABULARY QUESTIONS

1. Write the vocabulary word to be tested in a meaningful phrase, clause, or sentence.

2. Underline the vocabulary word.

3. Write a correct answer, giving a word which means the same in the context of the question stem which you wrote for step 1.

4. Write four wrong answers, making use of a different answer category each time, choosing words which represent any of the following wrong answer categories:

(1)
unrelated word

(2)
opposite meaning

(3)
a word which means the same as another word in the question stem, but not the word that is underlined

(4)
a word related to the correct answer which is not the definition

(5)
a word which means the same as another word which sounds or looks like the test word but is not correct for the word on the test (ally, alley)

(6)
a correct meaning of the word which does not apply to the context presented with the word (bias:  diagonal cut or prejudice)

5. Format Guidelines for Multiple Choice Vocabulary Questions

1) Place the proper heading in the upper right-hand corner of your paper:  first and last name, class and hour, and date.

2) On the top line of your paper, put the title "Questions for" and the vocabulary list number.

3) Carefully write your multiple-choice questions below.  Number your questions sequentially.  Letter the answer choices with capital letters:  A, B, C, D, E.

4) Start each lettered answer choice on a new line even with the left margin of the question so that each letter is directly below the one above it.

5) Draw a circle around one correct answer letter for each question.  Also make a separate answer key or answer page for your questions.

6) Make sure each question has five answer choices, only one of which can be correct.

7) Evenly distribute the correct answer choice position.  Do not make all the correct answers choice A.

