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TITLE: THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD

SUBJECT: EDUCATION ON THE CHINESE MAINLAND

AUTHOR: Mr. J. H. Smith

The Communists are very busy training and re‑educating the Chinese people. What are Chinese young people being taught?

The new generation of Chinese young people are being taught to have great interest in the Communist way of life. They are being taught to live and work together in groups called communes. They are being taught discipline‑​to obey orders, and are learning how to look after themselves. Great effort is being made to encourage both intellectual and physical development. They are taught to endure hardships and to take part in the kind of labor they can perform even while they are young. Students are encouraged to take part in after school groups for extra‑curricular activities. Out of school activities which help the students learn more about science are considered important. In this way it is hoped that China's new students will be interested in learning new things and will be able to make wise use of nature.

The Communists have certain goals they want to reach. They want young people to be interested in the government and to understand politics. They want Chinese students to have a strong and firm belief in the Communist way of life. From early childhood students should have a very strong interest in reading. It is expected that they will study hard. They must love knowledge very much, especially science. They must learn from the common working person to fight hard to use every minute and second well, and to take full advantage of every moment they have an opportunity to study.

The colleges in China have had some trouble with some students. The students have poor discipline. They would rather do what they want than what they are told. Some students are involved in robbery and others in sex crimes. Some students persist in believing things that are not in harmony with communist views. Even Chairman Mao wrote about this. He said these students must be treated strictly to safeguard the new social order. Most of the problem students seem to come from the families who are rich enough to own property. The government plans to be very hard on such students, and to weed them out from the ranks of the university students.
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In the future it is planned to have students much more intensively educated about politics and ideology. This way they will really understand the government, how it works, what it believes, and will be taught to believe strongly in the Communist way of life. This should prevent a new generation of undesirable students from arising. To help students believe more strongly in the Communist way of life, Party and Youth League organizations are to stress socialist education. They are to criticize every instance of selfish and wrong thoughts found among the students.

One of the best ways an individual can strengthen his belief in the Communist way of life is through personal or individual independent study. The Chinese call this self‑study. The people are encouraged to learn about a wide variety of things through the reading of more books. Very important to this self‑study is the reading of books written by Chairman Mao. Students are encouraged to study the political theories of Marx and Lenin, two important founders of Communist thought. Students are encouraged to learn about philosophy and economics. Students are advised to study hard the articles written by political leaders.

In addition, students are urged to read about production, technical subjects, history, and literature. Some Western books are also recommended as worth reading, such as Arabian Nights, Aesop's Fables, and novels by famous writers.

Sometimes students are given reading lists with the titles of books it is suggested they read. One example of such a list is given in part below. The complete list was divided into seven subjects. Do you even know what some of these subjects are about? The subjects included for self‑study were: philosophy, political economy, the history of the Soviet Communist Party, the history of the Chinese Communist Party, the economic policy of the People's Republic of China, the principle of people's democracy, and the general history of China.

Under philosophy, for example, the following titles were listed: Dialectical Materialism; Historical Materialism, Marxism and the Problem of Linguistics; Public Philosophy; What is Materialism? Logic, A Course of Logic; Zhedanov's Speech Delivered at the Meeting Discussing Alexandrov's History of West‑European Philosophy; and Preface and Appendix to "On Marx's, Engel's, Lenin's and Stalin's Method of Thinking."
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In political economy, the following titles were listed: A Course of Political Economy;  Problems of Socialistic Economy of the Soviet Union; A Course of Political Economy; Talks on Political Economy; and Common Sense of Political Economy.

For the history of the Chinese Communist Party, the following works were mentioned: three volumes of Selected Works of Mao Tse‑tung, On People's Democratic Dictatorship, History of New Democratic Revolution of China, Chiang Kai‑shek—the People's Enemy, Y‑an Shih-k'ai—the Great Traitor, The Four Big Families of China.

The above titles are not official government recommendations. They are from suggestions for reading submitted by one man who read these books himself in his spare time. His suggestions, like the other material in this article, were published in the regular daily newspapers on mainland China. Ire included the list in "A Letter to a Friend" titled "Insistence on Study of Theory for Ten Years." Although this man had a regular full‑time job and attended night school besides, he managed to do the above reading over and above his night school studies in just five years. Notice that the books listed above are from just three of the seven fields in which this man read.
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I.  HOW WELL DID YOU READ?

1. The information for this article is based on (A) news articles from China, (B) the broadcasts to America on Radio Peking, (C) the encyclopedia.

2. The emphasis in Chinese Communist education for young ​people is (A) observing discipline and a firm belief in Communism, (B) allowing students freedom to choose what they want to learn, (C) Olympic sports.

3. Among the goals of Communist education are to teach the students to (A) read earnestly, study hard, and love knowledge ardently, (B) correctly handle the contra​dictions among the people, (C) read less and learn more practical job‑related skills.

4. Another goal of education is to encourage students to (A) learn the spirit of fighting for every minute and second to have a good time, (B) seize every opportunity to study, (C) take part in extra‑curricular activities.

5. One of the difficulties faced by higher education in China is (A) not enough books and libraries available to meet the growing demand, (B) the lack of qualified teachers, (C) poor discipline among some students.

6. In China, most of the problem students (A) have no plan of action, (B) are members of the propertied classes, (C) come from the ghetto.

7. The plan of action being followed in the handling of unruly students is (A) to negotiate and meet their demands, (B) to water down the curriculum so that the minority students can pass, (C) to show them no leniency and to weed them out.

8. To avoid generating new undesirable students, Chinese educators plan to (A) send them to Siberia to work in labor camps, (B) discourage the study of Western ideas, (C) provide more intensive political and ideological education.

9. One of the most recommended means of learning the Communist ideology is (A) self‑study, (B) joining the army, (C) learning by radio.
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I.  HOW WELL DID YOU READ?

10. People are encouraged to (A) acquire a wide range of knowledge by reading more books, (B) work hard in their rice fields and leave politics to the leaders, (C) report all disloyal student attitudes to the government.

11. The seven subjects for a suggested reading program for self‑study do NOT include the study of (A) philosophy, (B) economics, (C) great literature,

12. The recommended reading list of seven subjects for self‑study (A) are from "A Letter to a Friend" describing ten years of serious reading, (B) represent the official government reading recommendations, (C) are part of the regular Chinese high school curriculum.

13. The reading list titled "Insistence on Study of Theory for Ten Years" (A) represents the actual spare‑time reading of one person done in five years, (B) is designed for students with special abilities, (C) is a summary of an actual Chinese college curriculum.

14. One individual who read all the titles on the list (A) became the president of a university, (B) had a regular job and attended night school besides during the period of time he did the reading, (C) was able to do so during a period he was out of work and spent his time in useful reading.

II.

WRITING FOR UNDERSTANDING

1. Compare the attitude toward study, reading, and education in China with your own attitudes toward these things in America.

2. What can we learn from Chinese education that would help us to improve our own personal and individual education?

III.

WHAT TO READ NEXT

Read the true and touching story of one Welsh girl's efforts to learn to read more than a century ago, and how her love for one special Book so impressed others that it changed the lives of people around the world, and perhaps affected the course of history itself. You may read about all this in Selection Number 94.
