Mr. J. H. Smith




Selection Number: 48STF

Special Skills File

For Student Use




Copy Number:

Please DO NOT write on this page.  Handle this material very carefully as more students need to use it after you.  Sign this material out and check it back in yourself.

F#JHS1010.








page one

READING EXPERIENCE THEME

Edith J

EXPERIENCES WITH BOOKS


Fascinating, exciting, moody or heartwarming—who can say what a book does to a person?  Certainly not I, but I do know what a book does to me.  It makes me feel as  though  I've  been given a new image  or  that  I'm really that character.  In reading a book I have to be able to feel the part in order to totally understand what I'm reading.


I once read a book entitled Marsha Evans.  It was a book about a girl stricken with polio, and her struggle to overcome it.  While reading this story  I  felt the  pain,  the agony and frustration  she  felt  while fighting  for  her life.  On the road to recovery she found out who her real friends were, but she found this out the hard way.  Through guidance and prayers from her parents she not only overcame her handicap, but also her feeling of desertion from her friends.


I’ve read many of the so-called educational and cultural books.  Among them are Pride and Prejudice, The Making of the President, 1960; Profiles in Courage, and many others, but I have a confession to make.  I read these books because I knew they were best sellers, and if I were ever in a conversation with some hot shot I would have something to talk about.  Believe me, I didn’t enjoy reading them.  Maybe it was  because  I wasn't  mature  enough to  appreciate  the  information which they held.


I like to read books about people and their problems.  When reading books of this kind I get a feeling of protection and deep satisfaction.  I begin to realize how lucky I am not to have any serious problems and that I should thank God for his kindness toward me.

