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READING EXPERIENCE THEME

Connie D, English 6 (grade 11)


In my mind there are two kinds of books.   There are books you read for knowledge and there are books you read for enjoyment, although they often overlap.  Many books that I am assigned to read I really enjoy because they hit something that interests me.   Books that I read for enjoyment always seem to give me more knowledge, even if it is just a better understanding of life.


I read many books when I was young.  There are a few I remember especially.  For a while I was interested in fairy tales.  I read myths, legends, and tales or anything make-believe.  There is one book that I still remember.   It was called The White Stag, which was a Nordic folk tale I think.  I'm not really sure why I liked it because I read it when I was too young and the words were too big for me to understand.  I did get the general idea of what the story was about and what I did understand I loved.  I think this book really made me mad because the story was there yet I couldn’t understand the words.  I was really upset.  That really set me back.


Another book I remember was Charlotte's Web and I can’t remember the author.  The reason I liked the story is ironic though.  Most of the story really wasn’t that good but at the end, Charlotte, who is a spider, dies.   It made me cry so hard.   I’ll never forget it because it seemed so real.  The funny thing is that I still hate spiders.


For awhile I loved suspense stories.  Two books of short stories are Strangely Enough by C. B. Colby and Stories of Suspense by a group of nine authors.   Many of these stories still stir up my feelings when I think of them.


Novels about anything are good to me if they hit my interests.   The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Yearling by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte, Silas Marner by George Elliot, and Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck were all great books.  There are not many books that I have read that I have not enjoyed because I never seem to get very far in the dull ones.


Right now I am taking an elective--History of Western Thought.  I am reading a lot about philosophers and their ideas.  I get too involved.  I love books and I just wish that I could read far more books than I have time for in a lifetime.

