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READING  EXPERIENCE  THEME (ORIGINAL  DIRECTIONS)

1. The purpose of this composition assignment is to enable your teacher to have a fairly comprehensive knowledge of the amount and kinds of reading you have done. This will assist him in recommending further reading of possible interest or benefit to you.

2. This composition may be thought of as a kind of autobiography of your reading experiences.

3. Your composition on this topic should be as thorough and comprehensive as your time and memory will permit. Include the titles of books you recall reading. If you have forgotten many of the titles, check the library or other source where you first found them. Be sure to underline the titles of books as you mention them by name in your composition.

4. The purpose of your paper is not to present sixteen miniature book reports, but to describe the kinds of reading you have done and your reaction to your reading.

5. You may organize your composition any way which seems appropriate to you. Possible ways include: (a) chronological—discussing the books in the approximate order in which you actually read them; (b) thematic—discussing books by the subject matter groupings into which they naturally divide, such as sports, black experience, mysteries, classics, love stories, etc. (c) by how books have affected your own personal beliefs and outlook on life.

6. You may go back in your reading history to as early an age as you wish. You will probably want to concentrate most of your discussion on books you have read in the last few years.

7. Be sure to include a paragraph or more mentioning by title the books you have read more than once. Tell how many times you did read them, and tell what it was that motivated you to read a book for the second, third, or fourth time. If you have never read a book more than once, tell which books that you have read were good enough that, if you had the time and were so inclined, you would select them to read a second time.

8. If you have any plans for future reading, mention just what books you are interested in reading next, and tell how you have become interested in them.

