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Reading
1. “She thought about it for a minute.  Reading was a funny thing.  When you were reading there wasn’t anything else around—like you’d walked up to a picture on the wall and climbed right in....Reading was like that.  You climbed into somewhere you’d never been; only with books, you came out again.”  From the novel Clementine by Peggy Goodin.

2. “Read the best books first, or you may not have a chance to read them all.”  Henry David Thoreau

3. “In spite of our protestations that we are “too busy” to do any serious reading, we might as well honestly admit that it is...either because we do not organize our time to fit in reading, or that we do not utilize our odd hours.”  Robert R. Updegraff

4. “To be able to fill leisure intelligently is the last product of civilization.”  Arnold Toynbee

5. “In science, read, by preference, the newest works; in literature, the oldest.  The classic literature is always modern.”  Bulwer-Lytton

6. “My early and invincible love of reading, I would not exchange for the treasures of India.”  Edward Gibbon, Memoirs
7. “Let us read with method, and propose to ourselves an end to which our studies may point.  The use of reading is to aid us in thinking.”  Edward Gibbon

8. “We must form our minds by reading deep rather than wide.”  Marcus Fabius Quintilianus

9. “Those who get the most out of books are re-readers of books, for you really cannot understand the first sentence until you have read the last.”  Dr. Donald J. Lloyd (comment in graduate English Seminar, EN723, Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan, April 16, 1963)

10. “A truly great book should be read in youth, again in maturity and once more in old age, as a fine building should be seen by morning light, at noon, and by moonlight.”  Robertson Davies 

11. “To read a book for the first time is to make the acquaintance of a new friend; to read it a second time is to meet an old one.”  Selwyn Gurney Champion 

12. “If you cannot enjoy reading a book over and over again, there is no use reading it at all.”  Oscar Wilde, The Decay of Lying 

13. “No book of great and established reputation is read till it is read at least twice.”  Arnold Bennett, Things that Have Interested Me 

14. “If time is precious, no book that will not improve by repeated readings deserves to be read at all.”  Carlyle, Essays.  Goethe’s Helena 

15. “Reading is to the mind, what exercise is to the body.”  Joseph Addison, The Tatler, No. 147

16. “It is a tie between men to have read the same book.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson

17. “’Tis the good reader that makes the good book.” Ralph Waldo Emerson

18. “If you wish to be a good reader, read.”  Epictetus Discourses, Bk. ii.

19. “Without the ability to read accurately and to write clear, coherent prose, no engineer, scientist, architect, or business executive can achieve distinction in his profession.”  J. C. Warner, President, Carnegie Institute of Technology.  Quoted in The National Interest and the Teaching of English, pp. 17-18.

20. “After three days without reading, talk becomes flavorless.”  Chinese proverb

21. “Resolve to edge in a little reading every day, if it is but a single sentence.  If you gain fifteen minutes a day, it will make itself felt at the end of the year.”  Horace Mann

22. “Every man who knows how to read has it in his power to magnify himself, to multiply the ways in which he exists, to make his life full, significant, and interesting.” Aldous Huxley

23. “Reading is a basic tool in the living of a good life.”  Mortimer J. Adler

24. “An educated man is known by his reading.”  Aristotle

25. “The most direct sign that you have done the work of reading is fatigue.  Reading that is reading entails the most intense mental activity.  If you are not tired out, you probably have not been doing the work.”  Mortimer J. Adler, How to Read a Book, p. 110.

26. “If somehow out of school and after it, people could get some of the education they did not get in school, they might be motivated, as they are not now, to blow up the school system.  And then they could get the education they did not get, if they could read.”  Mortimer J. Adler, How to Read a Book, p. 101.

27. “To be saved, we must follow the precept of the Book of Common Prayer:  ‘Read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest.’”  Mortimer J. Adler, How to Read a Book
28. “Force yourself to reflect on what you read, paragraph by paragraph.”  Samuel Taylor Coleridge

29. “Be sure that you go to the author to get at his meaning, not to find yours.”  John Ruskin

30. “Let not the authority of the writer offend thee whether he be of great or small learning; but let the love of pure truth draw thee to read.”  Thomas A’Kempis

31. “No entertainment is so cheap as reading, nor any pleasure so lasting.”  Mary Wortley Montagu

32. “When I am dead, I hope it may be said:  ‘His sins were scarlet, but his books were read.’”  Hilaire Belloc

33. “We should accustom the mind to keep the best company by introducing it only to the best books.”  Anonymous

34. “Every addition to true knowledge is an addition to human power.”  Horace Mann

35. “Reading the fine print may give you an education—not reading it will give you experience.”  V. M. Kelly in The Wall Street Journal
36. “People say that life is the thing, but I prefer reading.”  Logan Pearsall Smith

37. “A very large part of every man’s reading falls overboard, and unless he has good indexes he will never find it again.”  Horace Binney

38. “You don’t have to burn books to destroy a culture.  Just get people to stop reading them.”  Ray Bradbury

39. “As concerns the quantity of what is to be read, there is a single rule—read much, but not many works.”  Sir William Hamilton

40. “Force yourself to reflect on what you read, paragraph by paragraph.”  Coleridge

41. “To read without reflecting, is like eating without digesting.”  Edmund Burke 

42. “Read, and take your nourishment in at your eyes, shut up your mouth, and chew the cud of understanding.”  Congreve 

43. “We have not read an author till we have seen his object, whatever it may be, as he saw it.”  Carlyle 

44. “What is twice read is commonly better remembered than what is transcribed.”  Samuel Johnson 

45. “In science, read, by preference, the newest works; in literature, the oldest.  The classic literature is always modern.”  Bulwer-Lytton 

46. “Reading is to the mind, what exercise is to the body.  As by the one, health is preserved, strengthened, and invigorated:  by the other, virtue (which is the health of the mind) is kept alive, cherished, and confirmed.”  Addison—The Tatler.  No. 147.  

47. “Reading makes immigrants of us all—it takes us away from home, but more important, it finds homes for us everywhere.”  Hazel Rochman, Against Borders 

48. “If you wish to be a good reader, read.”  Epictetus

49. “Reading furnishes the mind only with materials of knowledge; it is thinking makes what we read ours.”  John Locke

50. “Let us read and let us dance—two amusements that will never do any harm to the world.”  Voltaire

51. “Happy is he who has laid up in his youth, and held fast in all fortune, a genuine and passionate love for reading.”  Rufus Choate  

52. “What blockheads are those wise persons, who think it necessary that a child should comprehend everything it reads.”  Southey 
53. “You can’t be overbooked, only under-read.”  John Drybred 
54. “It is books that are a key to the wide world; if you can’t do anything else, read all that you can.”  Jame Hamilton, The Book of Ruth (Houghton Mifflin). 
55. “If you want to keep something secret from black folks, put it between the covers of a book.” African-American Folk Saying [Famous Black Quotations, p. 10] 
56. “Education has produced a vast population able to read but unable to distinguish what is worth reading.” George M. Trevelyan 

