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TITLE:  PROVERB INTERPRETATION COMPOSITION

DIRECTIONS:  For this assignment write an essay explaining, defending or disagreeing with, and applying the meaning of any one or more of the proverbs or quotations you have been given this year, or choose from the selected proverbs and quotations listed at the end of this selection.

A.
Choose a quotation to write about.

Write three paragraphs or more below the quotation giving your interpretation or explanation, justification or defense, and application of the quotation.  You may choose to agree with the quotation and show that it is true or gives helpful advice, or you may choose to disagree with the quotation and show why you believe it is not true.

1. Write the quotation neatly at the top of your paper.  Begin your writing on the second line of your paper.

2. Then skip a line, use proper indentation, and write your first paragraph neatly below.

3. In order to write a composition about a single quotation, write three or more paragraphs.

a.
The first paragraph should tell what the quotation says or means.

b.
The second paragraph should tell how or why the quotation is true.  You may give an example from your own knowledge or experience, or use logic to defend, justify, or illustrate how or why the quotation's meaning or suggestion is true or helpful to you.

c.
The third paragraph should tell the practical application of the quotation: what you should, could, or ought to do as a result of the truth of the quotation.  In your third paragraph you may suggest a specific example for a specific assignment for a specific class or situation in life where you could profitably follow the advice of the quotation.

B.
After you have successfully written a three-paragraph proverb interpretation composition according to the directions given above, you may write a composition which compares or contrasts two or more of the quotations.

Mr. J. H. Smith




Selection Number:  1412
Special Skills File

Classroom Use Only




Copy Number:

Please DO NOT write on this page.  Handle this material very carefully as more students need to use it after you.  Sign this material out then check it back in.


F#JHS0555 of 11/12/96 from 1984.





page two

TITLE:  PROVERB INTERPRETATION COMPOSITION

C.
The proverbs and quotations that have been given to you for the school year may be organized about the single theme of what makes a good or successful philosophy of life.  For an advanced composition assignment, develop a comprehensive statement of what a productive and well-reasoned philosophy of life ought to be, based upon the quotations that have been given.

Be sure to develop your ideas into full-length paragraphs.  Make your composition five or more paragraphs long.  Do not make your composition too short.

PROVERBS AND QUOTATIONS

4. "Above all things get wisdom; whatever else you get, get understanding."  Solomon

5. "Better to do a little well than a great deal badly."  Anonymous

6. "Today's choices determine tomorrow's achievements."  Anonymous

7. "If a man empties his purse into his head, no one can take it from him."  Benjamin Franklin

8. "The man who does his job well needs no important ancestors."  Anonymous

9. "By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail."  Benjamin Franklin

10. "A wise man may look ridiculous in the company of fools."  Anonymous

11. "Being ignorant is not so much a shame as being unwilling to learn."  Benjamin Franklin

12. "There are no uninteresting things; there are only uninterested people."  Anonymous

13. "Not to know is bad; not to wish to know is worse."  African proverb from Nigeria

14. "It is impossible to be interested in anything until you know something about it."  Anonymous

15. "The doorstep to the temple of wisdom is a knowledge of our own ignorance."  Spurgeon

16. "No matter how busy you may think you are, you must find time for reading, or surrender yourself to self-chosen ignorance."  Atwood H. Townsend

17. "The best readers of books are re-readers of books, for you really cannot understand the first sentence until you have read the last."  Dr. Donald J. Lloyd

18. "The man who is not hungry says that the coconut has a hard shell."  African tribal saying
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