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TITLE:  WHAT CAN LITERATURE DO FOR ME?

I.
It can give you an outlet.
It can provide a means of expressing your very own feelings, feelings which you were unable to express adequately in your own words.

II.
It can give you a vision of the ideal.
A.
It can furnish a picture of a goal to strive for.

B.
It can furnish a basis for positive attitudes needed to achieve a goal.

III.
It can bring you a richer understanding of human character.
A.
You can meet more people through books than you can in real life.

B.
You can meet a wider variety of people and get to know them more deeply or completely than you can in real life.

IV.
It can restore the past to you.
A.
Even more than history, literature can give you a living sense of the past.

1.
You can visualize the characters in more realistic detail.

2.
You can understand the full background of the society and how life was lived day by day.

B.
It can preserve the values of people who are no longer with us.

V.
It can provide a richer appreciation of even very commonplace things.
VI.
It can give you an appreciation for mastery of your own language.
VII. It can greatly deepen your experience of life as it brings you into contact with a wider range of experience through your vicarious contact with places you will never personally be able to visit, people you can never meet, and events you can never personally take part in.

VIII.
It can strengthen your sense of self-worth and purpose by teaching you the value of your cultural, racial, ethnic, and religious heritage.
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